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Board Minutes February 4, 2013 
WESTERN WAYNE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 

1970C EASTON TURNPIKE 

LAKE ARIEL PA  18436 

 

 

The regular scheduled Board meeting of the Western Wayne Board of Education was held on  

February 4, 2013 in the Western Wayne Administration Building located at 1970C Easton 

Turnpike, Lake Ariel, PA 18436. 

 

The meeting was advertised in the legal section of the January 25, 2013 edition of the 

Wayne Independent. 

 

Board President Alvin Hollister called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Ms. Faliskie offered a prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Secretary Gary Podunajec took roll call. (9) Board members were present and are 

listed as follows: 

 

Board President – Alvin Hollister   Board Member – William Gershey 

Board Vice President – Donald McDonough  Board Member – David Lindow 

Board Secretary – Gary Podunajec   Board Member – Donald Olsommer Jr. 

Board Treasurer – Frank Ward    Board Member – Doris Pliss 

        Board Member – James Salak 

 

 

Administrators present were as follows: Acting Superintendent Dr. Clayton LaCoe, High 

School Principal Patrick Sheehan, Assistant High School Principal Matthew Barrett, Middle 

School Principal Kristen Donohue, EverGreen Principal Ellen Faliskie, Robert D. Wilson 

School Principal Maria Miller, Assistant Principal Mary Ann Olsommer, Director of Special 

Education Tanya Carrelle, Director of Student Services Michael Cole and Food Service 

Director Maria Liptak.  

 

Administrators Excused: Business Manager Rose Emmett.                                
  

                                                                              

Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Gershey and seconded by Mrs. Pliss to accept the minutes 

generated from the regular Board meeting of January 14, 2013. 

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives.        

  

Treasurer's Reports 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. McDonough to accept the reports 

generated from the General Account, Food Service Account and Student Activities Account 

for October, November and December 2012. 

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

 

   

Approval of Bills 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. McDonough to pay the bills from the 

General Account, Food Service Account and Construction Account. 
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The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

       

Accounting of Taxes 

 

There were no questions on the Accounting of Taxes. 

 

Construction Summary 

  

There was nothing to report on construction. 

 

Student Recognition 

 

High School Principal Patrick Sheehan introduced two outstanding seniors for student 

recognition. 

 

The first student recognized was Elizabeth Curtis, daughter of Matt and Mary Ann Curtis of 

Waymart. Elizabeth’s future plans are to attend Penn State (University Park Campus) and 

major in Food Science. 

 

The next student recognized was Lucas Karnick, son of Dan and Ann Marie Karnick of 

Waymart. Lucas’s future plans are to attend a four year university and major in 

Engineering. Lucas has gained acceptance to Penn State University Park as well as a Naval 

ROTC Scholarship. 

 

Recognition Addition 

 

January’s student recognition student Allison Hess will be attending Temple University in 

the fall with a major in Biochemistry. 

 

Donation 

 

Gina Knecht, President, EverGreen PTA, presented a check to the Board of Education for 

$10,000.00 to go towards the purchase of a school sign. 

 

             

Recognition of Public 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

Enrollment Report: 

 

Board President Alvin Hollister presented the enrollment report for the #89th day of the 

2012-2013 school year. 
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GRADE EVERGREEN SN P RDW SN P MS SN P HS SN P TOTAL

EARLY INT. 13  7 20

PRE K 54 2 49 105

KDG 88 7  36 12 143

GR. 1 79 5 44 9 2 139

GR. 2 77 11 33 7 1 129

GR. 3 67 16 1 53 15 152

GR. 4 66 18 34 18 136

GR. 5 85 21 2 41 16 1 166

GR. 6 138 42 4 184

 

TOTAL 516 93 3 290 84 4 138 42 4 0 0 0 1,174

GR. 7 135 36 3 174

GR. 8 117 45 3 165

GR. 9 121 47 2 170

GR. 10 153 32 3 188

GR. 11 149 21 4 174

GR. 12 143 28 11 182

TOTAL 516 93 3 290 84 4 390 123 10 566 128 20 2,227  
 

 

 

        

     Key:  SN – Special Needs, P – Placement outside of District 

     Totals:  EverGreen -612; RDW–378; MS–523; HS–714      TOTAL: 2,227 

             December   Total: 2,231 

 

Audit 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Salak to recommend that the Board of 

Education accept the Audit Report of the Western Wayne School District for the year ended 

June 30, 2012 as prepared by Brian T. Kelly, CPA. 

 

Director Doris Pliss commented that there were no findings. 

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

 

Fund Balance Description 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Gershey and seconded by Mr. Podunajec to recommend that the Board 

of Education approve the recommendation of the Business Manager to designate a portion of 

our ending 2011-2012 Fund Balance to manage future budgets as per Governmental Accounting 

Standards Board Statement Number 54 (GASB 54).  Committed: $1,165,555; Assigned: 

$2,214,815; and Unassigned: $1,178,357. 

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

 

Overnight Trips and Chaperones 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Podunajec and seconded by Mr. Ward to recommend that the Board of 

Education approve the following Overnight Trips and Chaperones for the 2012-2013 school 

year: 

 

     a.  Future Business Leaders State Leadership Conference – Hershey, PA - 

         April 15-17, 2013 at an approximate cost of $18,290.00.  Chaperones: Fran 
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         Vitovsky, Theresa Lubash and Nancy Hollister. 

     b.  FCCLA State Leadership Conference – Seven Springs, PA – March 13-15, 2013 – 

         at an approximate cost of $5,734.00 plus transportation.  Chaperones: James 

         Kobeski and Colleen Carmody. 

 

Director Doris Pliss commented on the expense of the trips and the difficulty of funding 

them and maintaining an affordable budget. 

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

 

Amendment to the 2012-2013 School Year Calendar 

  

A motion was made by Mr. Salak and seconded by Mr. Olsommer to recommend that the Board of 

Education amend the 2012-2013 school year calendar to reflect Friday, April 5, 2013 as a 

12:00 Noon early dismissal for students in order to conduct Act 80 activities with the 

Professional Staff. 

 

Dr. LaCoe commented that the October 31, 2012 Act 80 day was lost due to weather and in 

order to make it up the adjustment in the calendar is necessary. The activities scheduled 

for the April 5th Act 80 day is school security. 

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

 

District School Calendar for the 2013-2014 School Year 

 

A motion was made by Mrs. Pliss and seconded by Mr. Ward to recommend that the Board of 

Education approve the 2013-2014 School District Calendar.   

 

Director Doris Pliss commented that a house bill is now being considered that would not 

allow Districts to start school before Labor Day. 

 

The motion carried with Directors Donald McDonough, Gary Podunajec and James Salak voting 

no. 

 

Act 80 Days 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Salak and seconded by Mr. McDonough to recommend that the Board 

of Education approve the listed early dismissal days for students in order to conduct Act 

80 activities with the Professional Staff: 

 

     a.  October 31, 2013 

     b.  January 20, 2014 

     c.  February 14, 2014 

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

 

Special Education Services 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Podunajec and seconded by Mrs. Pliss to recommend that the Board 

of Education approve a contract with NEIU #19 for Special Education Services for the 2013-

2014 school year as needed as the Special Education population requires, at an estimated 

cost of $191,218.99 and to approve the Northeastern Educational Intermediate Unit 

Resolution pursuant to said contract. 

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

 

Retainer 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Gershey and seconded by Mr. Olsommer to recommend that the Board 

of Education approve the Consultative Retainer Agreement being offered by DeHey McAndrew, 

Scranton, PA for employee benefit plan and related personnel/human resource issues, for 
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the one year period commencing January 1, 2013 at the cost of $4,975.00.  Same cost as 

last year.  

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

 

Transportation – Extension 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Salak and seconded by Mr. Olsommer to recommend that the Board of 

Education approve the following Transportation contract extension at State Formula for the 

2012-2013 school year: 

  

     a. Lisa Swingle – Van #81 – South Canaan to The Scranton School for the Deaf and Hard  

     of Hearing Children – effective January 7, 2013. 

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

     

Personnel 

 

District Substitute List 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Podunajec and seconded by Mr. Gershey to recommend that the Board 

of Education approve the following personnel to be added to the District Substitute List 

for the 2012-2013 school year per Certification, Act 24/34/151/114 Guidelines, Employment 

Eligibility Verification –U.S. Department of Justice: 

 

 

        1.  Ellen Remaley – Area of Certification:  Elementary, Mid Level English, Mid- 

            Level Citizenship, Mid-Level Mathematics  

        2.  Sandra Soucy – Area:  Cafeteria     

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

 

Resignation/Retirement 

 

A motion was made by Mrs. Pliss and seconded by Mr. Ward to recommend that the Board of 

Education accept the Resignation for Retirement purposes from Jennie Evans effective June 

30, 2013. 

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

 

Resignation/Retirement 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Gershey and seconded by Mrs. Pliss to recommend that the Board of 

Education accept the Resignation for Retirement purposes from Jerri Hanna effective the 

end of the last day of the 2012-13 school year. 

 

Mr. Gershey added with regrets. He also stated that Ms. Hanna was a dedicated teacher who 

always went above and beyond with her duties. 

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

 

Transfer 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Gershey and seconded by Mrs. Pliss to recommend that the Board of 

Education approve the transfer of Debra Roberts from Cafeteria worker to full time second 

shift Custodian effective February 11, 2013. 

 

The motion carried with Director Donald McDonough voting no. 
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Appointment of Coach 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Podunajec and seconded by Mr. Olsommer to recommend that the      

Board of Education appoint the following to the listed coaching position for the 2012-2013 

school year at the salary listed in the Professional Employees Contract contingent upon 

receipt of clearances: 

 

1. Jason Bowman Baseball Coach, Assistant   $3,117.00    

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

 

Informational Items: 

    

         

Upcoming Events: 

 

         1. Middle School “Winter Formal” - February 8, 2013 – 7 PM to 9PM - gym 

         2. FAFSA Completion Night – February 11, 2013 – 6:30 PM – High School LGI 

         3. “Brain Game” sponsored by PTA – February 15, 2013 - EverGreen – 6:00 PM  

         4. Read Across America – February 28, 2013 from 4:45-7:30 PM – Robert D. Wilson 

         5. Dr. Seuss Birthday Celebration – March 1, 2013 – EverGreen Elementary 

         6. Robert D. Wilson Science Fair – March 5, 2013 – 6-8 PM 

         7. Reflections Award Ceremony – March 8, 2013 - EverGreen Elementary – 2:00 PM 

8. Community Health Fair – March 26, 2013 – 6-8 PM – Robert D. Wilson Elementary 

 

 

     b.  Pre-kindergarten and Kindergarten registration for the Western Wayne School 

         District will be held the week of March 25, 2013 in the Robert D. Wilson and 

         EverGreen Elementary Schools. 

 

     

  

Correspondence 

 

There was no correspondence. 

 

Acting Superintendent's Report 

 

There were no questions on the Acting Superintendents report 

 

Principal's Report 

 

There were no questions on the Principal’s reports. 

 

Federal Programs Report 

 

There was nothing to report on the Federal Programs. 

 

Other Business 

  

Director William Gershey thanked DCNR, Director Frank Ward, Dr. LaCoe, Ms. Faliskie, Don 

McDonough Jr. and Paul DePrimo for their participation in the connection to the Watershed 

program that was conducted at the EverGreen building. Students from various schools were 

invited to visit the EverGreen School and find out what makes the school “Green”. 

 

Director Donald McDonough congratulated the wrestling team on their District championship 

and success to Lucas Karnick, one of the outstanding seniors being recognized this evening 

at Hershey. 
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Future Meetings 

       

February 27, 2013 – 6:00 P.M. Board Committee Meeting, District Board Room,          

Administration Building, 1970C Easton Turnpike, Lake Ariel PA  18436 

 

March 04, 2013 - 7:00 P.M. Public Board Meeting, District Board Room,  

Administration Building, 1970C Easton Turnpike, Lake Ariel PA  18436 

 

 

Meetings Held: 

      

January 17, 2013 – Board Negotiation Committee – Executive Session for negotiations 

District Board Room, Administration Building, 1970C Easton Turnpike, Lake Ariel PA 

18436  

 

January 29, 2013 - Board Negotiation Committee – Executive Session for negotiations 

District Board Room, Administration Building, 1970C Easton Turnpike, Lake Ariel PA 

18436  

 

January 30, 2013 – 6:00 P.M. Board Committee Meeting, District Board Room, 

Administration Building, 1970C Easton Turnpike, Lake Ariel PA  18436  

      

 

 

Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Mr. McDonough and seconded by Mr. Olsommer to adjourn the regular 

scheduled meeting of the Western Wayne Board of Education at 7:40 P.M. 

 

The motion carried with all affirmatives. 

 

       Respectfully, 

        

 

       Gary Podunajec 

       Board Secretary 

 

Approved:___________ 

Attest:_____________ 


