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Happy New Year!  The new year is a 
great time to set some goals for your-
self and your child.  How about in-
creasing those reading fluency skills? 

What parents can do to help at home: 

 Support and encourage your 
child. Realize that he or she is 
likely frustrated by reading. 

 Check with your child's teachers 
to find out their assessment of 
your child's word decoding skills. 

 If your child can decode words 
well, help build speed and accura-
cy by: 

Navigating Weather Woes 

It is that time of year again when our 

schedule is often disrupted by winter 

weather. Students may struggle with 

changes in routine or have a hard time 

returning to school after a snow day. This 

is completely normal… think about how 

we feel as adults returning to work after a 

long break! Below are some tips and 

strategies for helping children cope with 

these unpredictable schedule changes: 

• Keep the same bedtime and wake-

up time. 

• Maintain somewhat of a schedule. 

For example: set a lunch time, play  

 

Our students have had a jolly holiday season. Our class has been working hard on their personal, functional, and 

academic goals. As we enter into colder months, please let me know if your child is in need of warm winter clothing. 

As  a reminder, please check student folder, nightly. Frequent practice of letters, numbers, sight words, and spelling 

words is key to success. 

time, chore time (shoveling?), snack       

time, reading time, etc. 

• Teach a new skill that may not be 

taught in school. This could be as 

simple as setting the table or as ad-

vanced as writing a check.  

• Get outside, if possible. This will 

break up the day and allow for some 

much-needed exercise and fresh air! 

• Limit screen time. Children who 

spend hours in front of a screen often 

find it hard to focus in class after-

ward.  

• Brush up on basic academic skills. 

Whether it be math facts, letter 

sounds, or writing… even 10 min of  

practice can keep your child’s brain 

fresh and ready for returning to 

school. 

We’ve gotten through many NEPA win-

ters before, and we’ll get through this 

one as well! If you want more help or 

information on the subject, please 

reach out to your school counselor, 

Mrs. Germani.  

 Reading aloud and having 
your child match his voice to 
yours 

 Having your child practice 
reading the same list of words, 
phrase, or short passages sev-
eral times 

 Reminding your child to pause 
between sentences and 
phrases 

 Read aloud to your child to 
provide an example of how 
fluent reading sounds. 

 Give your child books with pre-
dictable vocabulary and clear 
rhythmic patterns so the child 
can "hear" the sound of fluent 
reading as he or she reads the 
book aloud. 

 Use books on tapes; have the 
child follow along in the print 
copy 

 Choose interesting reading ma-
terial-not always a book!  Try 
cereal boxes, comics, bill-
boards, newspapers, maga-
zines, commercials, etc. 

Ice cutting is a winter task of collecting surface ice from lakes and riv-

ers for storage in ice houses and use or sale as a cooling method.  
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Throughout the month, we will be naming 
and describing winter clothing (scarf, 

sweater, boots) and where they go on our 
body (boots on feet, hat on head). We will 
be using verbs associated with getting 

dressed (put on, take off, over, under) and 
with snow play (throw snowball, shovel 
snow). Children will be practicing concepts 

such as hot and cold, as well as other ad-
jectives associated with winter (cloudy,  

We would like to share some proven 
research for parents;  

“A Child Becomes a Reader” by Arm-

bruster, Lehr & Osborn. 

Talk and Listen: 

When you do something together – 
eating, shopping, taking a walk, visit-
ing a relative – talk about it. 

Take your child to new places and 
introduce him/her to new experienc-
es. Talk about new, interesting and 
unusual things you see and do. 

Teach your child the meaning of new 

words. Say the name of things 
around the house. Label and talk 
about things in pictures. Explain, in 

simple ways, how to use familiar ob-
jects and how they work. 

 Help your child follow directions. 
Use short, clear sentences to tell him 

what you want him to do. 

Play with words. Have fun with 
tongue twisters and nonsense 
rhymes. 

Read Together: 

Keep reading to your child. Read a 

lot of different kinds of books. Re-
read the favorite books. 

Read predictable books. Your child 
will begin to recognize the repeated 

words and phrases and have fun 
saying them with you. 

Read poetry and other rhyming 
books to your child. When reading a 

familiar rhyme, stop before a rhym-
ing word and ask your child to pro-

vide the word. 

Ask your child what they think will 
happen next in the story. Get excited 

when he/she finds out whether their 
guess was right or wrong. 

Talk about books. Ask about favorite 
parts.  Help your child relate the story 

to his/her own life. Answer his/her 
questions about characters and 
events. 

Build a library or book collection for 

your child. Suggest that people give 
books to your child as a gift. 

In math, we worked on numbers up to 
five and putting “one more” on a num-

ber.  Next,  we will start working with 
two-dimensional shapes. First, we will 
name the shapes. Then, we will build 

the shapes as a class! 

 
scribe length, weight, and capacity.  We 
use words such as small, big, short, tall, 
empty, full, heavy, and light.  Kindergarten 
is getting very good at decomposing num-
bers and being able to add using this 
knowledge.   

Please remember to review the work that 
comes home in the Daily Folder, practice 
sight words and read with your son or 
daughter nightly. 

We would like to remind everyone to make 
sure that your child is dressed appropriate-
ly for the cold weather and recess. 

rainy). When at home, practice the vo-

cabulary for the month by describing the 

clothes we wear in the winter. When 

getting them dressed, give them choices 

(hat or boots first) and describing your 

actions (put jacket on, take boots off). 

                

       
 

We hope everyone enjoyed the holidays!   
The New Year holds excitement and learning 
for us all!   

Our listening skills continue to grow, and we 
hear more sounds within words.  Students 
practice segmenting or taking words apart 
and blending or putting beginning, middle 
and ending sounds together.  We are read-
ing stories and poems each day which cre-
ates better readers.  You may notice the 
excitement as your child becomes a more 
confident reader. Writing has become a new 
favorite even with those unfamiliar words.  

Math continues to challenge us with compar-
ing numbers to see greater or less than and 
equal amounts.  We also compare and de-



their nonfiction books.  They should be 

able to retell the story in their fiction 

books.   

In math, first graders are learning all 

about shapes!  They are learning the 

names and attributes of shapes.  They 

are learning how to divide circles and  

rectangles into halves and quarters.   

 

 

 

At home, the best way to help your child 
learn to love math is to play with num-
bers, and to frequently point out the vari-
ous ways in which math makes our lives 
easier.  By working with tangible objects, 
and counting, sorting, estimating, meas-
uring, looking for patterns, and solving 
real-life problems, children learn to think 
in mathematical terms, without worrying 
whether or not they’re “smart enough” to 
do math. 

Try these activities: 

1) Challenge him/her to guess at things, 
and then find the answers.  Exam-
ples: How many M&M’s are in your 
snack bag?  How many of the M&M’s 
are red and green combined?  How 
many minutes do you think it will take 
to clear off the table after dinner? 
Which of these cups do you think will 
hold more juice? 

2) Have your child compare things:  Which 
is heavier – a cookie or 10 chocolate 
chips? Who do you think is taller, mom or 
dad?  Which carrot is longer? 

3) Talk about how you use math in your 
life: balancing your checkbook, paying 
cashiers, changing bills for coins, setting a 
budget, depositing money, buying gifts, 
how much fencing it takes for your garden, 
etc. 

4) Have your child play a math game with 
you challenging who can guess the prod-
uct of a multiplication fact first. 

5) What time did we start shoveling the 
snow?  What time did we finish?  How 
much time elapsed?   

Enjoy thinking mathematically with 
your child!!! 

Can you believe our first graders are 

in the middle of our third reading unit 

of the year?   We are really growing 

as readers and we can read so many 

words!  When your first grade stu-

dent reads a book, ask them to tell 

you what they’ve read.  They should 

be able to tell you the big ideas in 

Soon they will be learning how to tell 

time to the hour and half hour! 

We are really enjoying our Project Lead 
the Way science module!  We are fin-
ishing our explorations of Light and 
Sound.  Soon we will be starting our 
next science module, Animal Adapta-
tions. 

Students are anxious to begin their 

next math module which is devoted 

to activities designed to deepen 

their conceptual understanding of 

measurement, and to relate addi-

tion and subtraction to length.  Stu-

dents will measure in centimeters 

and meters.  Students measure 

and compare to determine how 

much longer one object is than an-

other.   

Students continue to read fiction 

and non-fiction books to build upon 

their fluency, comprehension, and 

vocabulary skills.  Encourage your 

child to read aloud to you as he/she 

fills out their weekly reading log.  As 

your child is reading ask questions 

about the characters, setting, prob-

lem, and solution. 

Second grade continues to venture 

through the Project Lead The Way 

science modules.   They are learning 

about the scientific inquiry process 

and ways to use it with given science 

problems.  Each module engages the 

students in problem-solving and pro-

cess thinking.   

Please remember that we go outside 

for recess each day and it is very im-

portant that children are dressed appro-

priately for the outdoor elements.  As a 

friendly reminder, students can keep a 

bag of extra clothing in their classroom.  

Please label the bag with your child’s 

name. 

Lastly, continue to encourage your stu-

dent to join Happy Numbers for skill 

practice in math, Lalilo for skill practice 

in reading, and EPIC for fluency/

comprehension practice.  Engaging in 

the above online resources helps your 

student reach goals he/she has set for 

themselves. 

We had so much fun celebrating the sea-
son with our classroom celebration and 
blowout!  We are hoping you all enjoyed 
your time off with family, celebrating this 
magical season. 

We have just wrapped up our first module in 
science and have learned so much about 
life cycles and the importance of honeybees 
in our lives.  Our next module that we will 
be working on is variations in traits.  We 
can’t wait to learn more. 

We are now working on informational writ-
ings about another animal that interests 
us.  Students are researching and creating 
their very own informational writing pieces.   

 A little thought….“I just can’t do math!” 

Be honest.  Have you ever said that?  Have 
you heard that statement from your 
child?  Here’s help. 

 



As we move forward in the new 

year, there are many new opportu-

nities for learning. In our reading 

series, we are reading stories within 

the theme: Inside Nature. Our work 

is helping us to have a laser focus 

on the text as well as graphic fea-

tures, and we are analyzing and 

annotating texts with proficiency.  

Our writing lessons have us stating 

a thesis and developing a written 

essay with reasons that support the 

thesis statement.  In science, we 

are studying different types of ener-

gy in our new “Project Lead the 

Way” program.  Please check this 

out on student laptops.  Our math 

Back from holiday break, fifth grad-

ers at RDW will jump right back in 

to Project Lead the Way, as we 

continue to expand our knowledge 

of science and the world.  

Math will bring about new challeng-

es, as we continue to work with 

fractions.  The fraction units will 

provide students with skills that 

they will use for the rest of their 

lives!   

Please remind students to read 

nightly and be prepared for school.  

Having books, binders, charged 

Our fourth graders are FANTASTIC!  

Each week our students are learning to 

process many types of information.  Our 

classrooms are designed with robust 

cultures for learning, and all students 

receive the message that while the work 

is challenging, we believe that they are 

capable of great achievements if they 

are prepared to work hard.   

We are working hard to convince them 

of their capabilities.  Our students are 

then willing to devote energy to their 

tasks, they take pride in their accom-

plishments, and their pride is reflected 

in their interactions with classmates, 

teachers, and family members.  

lessons are all about FRACTIONS – and 

our students are learning to use “pieces 

of a whole” in many ways.   

It is important that your child practice 

basic multiplication and division 

facts daily.  Please encourage this 

practice whenever and wherever possi-

ble.  These facts are used in some way 

in every math lesson that we do. 

It is also very important that student lap-

tops are charged daily and ready to go 

for the next school day. 

WE LOVE LEARNING! 

Mrs. Romanski 

Visual Perceptual skills are skills 
your child uses every day. They 
can include matching, sorting, 
sequencing, and replicating. In 
our classroom, we practice a vari-
ety of visual perceptual skills with 
the students based on each 
child’s individualized VB-MAPP.  
Early learners practice visual per-
ceptual skills by matching identi-
cal items. Students will also sort 

items based on color, shape, and 
size.  

As students progress through the 
VB-MAPP, they will partake in 

different types of visual perceptual 
tasks. Block designs are a fun way 
to help strengthen visual perceptual 
skills. During block design practice, 
students will recreate designs creat-
ed by a teacher. They are expected 
to match identically including each 
color. Students will participate in skill 
activities such as completing pat-
terns. Students will also participate 
in daily arts and crafts activities 

where they attempt to replicate the 
teacher’s art sample.  

Visual perceptual skills can be prac-
ticed in a variety of ways at home. 

laptops, and other materials ready 

will help them be successful. 

Student can help with laundry by find-
ing matching socks. Building with 
legos and other blocks to follow a de-
sign is also helpful in practicing these 
skills. Children can recreate patterns 
in a sand box or with chalk. They can 
assist in putting away silverware by 
matching forks with forks and spoons 
with spoons. Visual perceptual skills 
are beneficial in building early math 
and elementary concepts. 



      Title 1 

Title I January 2023 

I hope you had a wonderful holiday! Happy New Year! 

Title I would like to share some important information that will help you understand the guidelines we use to evaluate your child as a 

learner. The Common Core State Standards are the national standards that tell teachers what students are expected to learn in math and lan-

guage arts. These standards outline expectations that are far different from the expectations of school years ago.  Below is a general explanation 

of the big ideas in the English Language Arts standards, and what parents can do to support these standards at home. 

Key Ideas and Details: 

This big idea addresses the importance of reading many different kinds of stories carefully.  While reading, your child will be work-

ing on understanding what is happening in the story, retelling key or important events or things and determining what details are important to 

the story. 

To help with this standard at home be sure to talk about important parts of the story after reading.  For example, what happened in the 

beginning, middle, and end? Also after reading, encourage your child to summarize or retell the story in his/her own words.  If you are reading 

an informational story, ask questions about the information given. 

Craft and Structure:  

The standards under this big idea focuses on the author’s word choices and why the author chose to use those specific words.  These 

standards also look at how the set-up of varying types of stories like storybooks, poems, plays, and informational stories differ. 

To help with this standard at home, call attention to the interesting words and phrases the author uses for emphasis.  For example, 

using the word “enormous” instead of “big.”  Also, point out the phrases the author uses such as “sick as a dog” or “as fast as the wind.”  This 

is also a great time to talk about vocabulary and interesting words.  Be sure to point out different features like headings and real photographs in 

informational stories. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:  

These standards focus on the students comparing and contrasting detail from stories.  In informational texts, students will need to 

describe important or key ideas using details from the text and tell how two texts on the same topic differ. 

At home, talk about how the story illustrations or pictures help the reader better understand the story. Also, try to read different books on the 

same topic and talk about how the books were alike and different. 

Range of  Reading and Level of Text Complexity:  

To meet these standards teachers will introduce a variety of different books to the children such as poetry, fiction, informational and 

more.  These books will stretch across varying degrees of difficulty to support and extend the students’ reading abilities. The ultimate goal is 

the students’ understanding of all these different texts. 

The best way to help with this is to develop your child’s reading stamina. That means being able to read for longer and longer periods of 

time.  This will also teach your child to persevere or “stick with it.” 

Remember if you have any questions regarding these standards please feel free to contact your child’s Title I teacher.   



Elf Tracks 

 

The Pre-K students made elf tracks by experimenting with paint and marbles. Students placed 

their paper inside a box with a marble and experimented with tilting and moving the box to con-

trol the movement of the marble. Then we placed red and green paint inside the box with the 

marble and students worked to direct their marble through the paint in order to make these beau-

tiful “elf tracks”!  



        Robert D. Wilson Elementary 
 

Fire Drill 

 

 

Date: 12/22/2022 Hour:  9:06   A.M.  X  P.M.  

 
Number of Students: 265 

Number of Teachers & Staff:  42 

 
Announced  X  Unannounced  

 
Evacuation Time:  1 Min. 32  Sec. 

 
Incidents, Accidents, Comments, Etc.:  NONE 


