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November has come to an end and we are entering December with excitement for all of the ex-
citing activities here at RDW!  Our students are looking forward to trimming the tree, a visit from 
Mr. and Mrs. Claus and our monthly Blowout!  Although we all love the fun things, we are well 
into our 2

nd
 quarter and must not lose sight of our Wildcat Pride.  We can show PRIDE by com-

pleting homework, helping others, studying for tests and following our building rules.  Set goals 
for yourself and work hard to reach them.  Remember, always be kind!   

 Calming Those School Anxiety Jitters 

Many students, whether they are in kindergarten or fourth grade, go through a period where they do not want to come to school. 

Children with apprehension about school are typically comforted by the familiar feelings of home and/or worried about the chal-

lenges at school. Here are some tips to help calm those butterflies: 

 Have a routine: Have a predictable nighttime and morning routine. Children are more likely to ease into their day when 

they know what to expect. Routines also allow for ample time to complete any necessary tasks, so the family will not feel 

rushed.   

 Change the subject: If you child begins crying about school before they’re even in bed, try distracting them with a bedtime 

story. In the morning, give them a short task to do to take their mind off of the transition to school. Develop a mantra that 

you can repeat whenever your little one mutters “I don’t want to go to school.” An example would be “Tomorrow’s going to 

be a great day!” 

 Saying goodbye: the quicker, the better: It might sound harsh, but quick goodbyes are the way to go if your child has 

trouble transitioning to school. Those long hugs goodbye at the bus stop or school doors give them ample opportunity to 

plead their case and tug at your heartstrings. Know that in our experience, 99% of the time those tears are dry within a mi-

nute of the parent separation.  

If school avoidance/anxiety symptoms last more than two weeks, or you feel there is a stronger reason why your student does 

not want to come to school (is struggling with math, having trouble with a friend, etc.), then call the school to speak with your 

child’s teacher or counselor. There are support groups and individual interventions that may help.  

Our students take pride in becoming caring and kind community members and Western Wayne 

Wildcats. We are working hard at our individual academic, functional, and behavioral goals.  
 

I strongly recommend practicing your child’s sight words, letter cards, numbers, and/or subtrac-
tion facts nightly to see great success. 

 
With colder weather coming, please let me know if you are in need of warm winter clothes. 

 
 



you can listen for any specific sounds 

your student may be working on. 

IN THE KITCHEN: Involve your chil-

dren in the holiday preparations such 

as cooking, baking, or setting the ta-

ble. By following a simple recipe, your 

child can practice following directions! 

Target WH-Questions by asking 

"Where are the forks?" "How much 

sugar do we need?" "What kind of 

silverware do we need for soup?" 

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS: Go for a 

walk and explore the surrounding ar-

We would like to share with you some 

proven ideas from research for parents 

from “A Child Becomes a Reader” by 

Ambruster, Lehr & Osborn.  

• Help your children learn to recognize 

their names in print. As they watch, print 

the letters of their names, saying each 

letter as you write it. Display their names 

in special places in your home. Encour-

age them to spell and write their names. 

• Point out words and letters every-

where you can. Read street signs, traffic 

signs, billboards and store signs. Ask 

your children to begin naming common 

signs and find some letters. 

• Teach your children to sing the al-

phabet song. After they master the 

singing, continue with saying the let-

ters of the alphabet. 

• Share alphabet books with your 

children. Some alphabet books have 

songs and games that you can learn 

together. 

• Put magnetic letters on your re-

frigerator or other smooth metal sur-

face. Ask your children to name the 

letters as they play with them. Play 

games using the alphabet. Ask your 

children to find letters in books, maga-

zines, newspapers and other print. 

The prekindergarten children are in 

the midst of our letter of the day activi-

ties. Please continue to review the 

information we send home with each 

letter. Take some time to talk with your 

children about the activities that were 

done at school. It is imperative that you 

review the letters of the alphabet with 

your children. Make a game of it, drill-

ing your children may decrease their 

interest and you might not get the re-

sults you desire. Many department 

stores have letter games that are rather 

inexpensive or you can make your own.  

We hope you have a wonderful holiday 

season! Take some time over the holi-

day vacation to read, sing and play with 

your children. Most of all enjoy your 

time with your family. Have a happy 

and healthy new year!  

BRINGING LANGUAGE HOME FOR 

THE HOLIDAYS 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/ 

BOOKS & MUSIC: Books and music 

are two of the best ways to create lan-

guage rich environments. Allow your 

child to select books and music of in-

terest to them. While reading, look at 

and describe the photos, make predic-

tions about what comes next, and en-

courage your student to make com-

ments and ask questions about the 

story! When listening to music, see if 

ea! What animals do you see? What 

sounds do they make? Step on crunchy 

leaves and talk about how the leaves 

change colors in the fall. Observe cars go 

by and see if you can count how many 

red cars drive by! 

TAKE TURNS: Turn taking is a founda-

tional element of language development. 

Take turns having a conversation by ask-

ing a question and/or sharing a comment 

and then listening as your child responds. 

Conversational turn taking helps promote 

positive social relationships and their 

adults are their best models! 

It was so nice to see so many 

of you at parent teacher/conferences.  

If there are ever any questions or 

concerns, please do not hesitate to 

reach out to us.   

The children are eagerly wait-

ing for Christmas.  We have been 

busy making ornaments and special 

surprises.   We are continuing our 

work with segmenting the sounds 

within words to write them and blend-

ing sounds to read words.  Compre-

hension is always an important com-

ponent and we always ask and answer 

questions about what we read.  Please 

continue to take time over the holidays 

to read each day.  Enjoy listening to 

your reader and their improved abilities. 

We update the calendar daily 

and practice the date, months of the 

year, days of the week and the sea-

sons.  We count the days of school with 

sticks and make groups of ten every 10 

days.  This is helping us learn place 

value.  When we get to day 100, we will 

have a big 100-Day celebration. 

In math, we practice counting 

both forward and backwards and we 

start at various numbers.  Kindergarten 

is getting very good at decomposing 

numbers and being able to add using 

this knowledge.   

 Merry Christmas  

and Happy New Year! 

 



Module 1, our focus was adding and sub-

tracting within 10.  Now we are doubling that 

by adding and subtracting within 20!  Happy 

Numbers is a great program to support our 

work in math.  Students should try to turn 

their bars green every week! 

Our students are finding our new science 

activities exciting, fun, and educational!   We 

have been exploring light and sound.  We 

went on a scavenger hunt looking for objects 

that make light and sound.  We used rubber 

bands, metal water bottles, and tunning forks 

to help us learn that to hear sound some-

November was exhilarating! We 

continue to focus on decoding long words, 

cause and effect relationships, narrative 

elements, and elements of nonfiction in 

reading. Students should be reading night-

ly. Word relationships have been an addi-

tional focus in third grade. Review homo-

phones, synonyms, antonyms, and similes 

with your child.  

In science we are continuing our 

investigation into life cycles and survival.  

Students are learning about bees and their 

importance to our survival. They are dis-

covering similarities and differences in 

animal life cycles.   

In Math we are finishing Module 

2, Measurement.  We will be starting Mod-

ule 3, which picks back up with Multiplica-

tion and Division concepts.  Here are some 

ways you can support your child at home:  

Have your child tell time on the clock 

whenever you get the chance.  Ask ques-

tions like, “What time will it be in 15 

minutes?” and “How long until practice 

begins?”  Open up a store in your home 

and put price tags on things. Allow your 

child to “buy” things with play money.  Let’s 

make learning fun! Thank you for practicing 

facts with your child for ten minutes every 

night. By the end of the 2nd marking period, 

third graders need to master their 2, 3, 4, 

and 5 multiplication facts.  

Thanksgiving was a nice time to 

reflect on what we are thankful for, and enjoy 

time with family and friends!  We are thankful 

that you came in for Parent-Teacher confer-

ences.  It was great talking with you about 

your child’s progress. As we approach the 

Christmas holiday, let’s put our best foot 

forward!  

Can you believe our first grade students 

are starting the third reading unit of the 

year?   We are really growing as readers, 

we can read so many words!  When they 

read you a book, ask them to tell you 

what they’ve read.  They should be able 

to tell you the main ideas and details in 

their nonfiction books.  They should be 

able to retell the story in their fiction 

books.   

In math students are working in Module 

2.  They are learning how to count on or 

make ten to solve math problems.   In 

thing must vibrate.  We experimented 

with how to reflect light with a mirror, how 

to make shadows, what happens when 

we shine light through a colored lens, 

and how to refract natural and artificial 

light.  We compared light waves and 

sound waves.  We will use what we learn 

to solve a real-world problem and design 

a device that uses light or sound to com-

municate across distance.   

We hope everyone has a wonderful De-
cember and enjoys preparing for the holi-
days as much as we do!   

 

“Life’s most persistent and urgent 

question is: What are you doing for 

others?” by Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr.  Our second graders will ponder 

this question during our Olweus 

Class meetings and to practice our 

Wildcat PRIDE in our school 

The second graders have been in-

troduced to Project Lead the Way in 

Science.  This approach to science 

lends itself to problem solving and 

using critical thinking skills.  Our stu-

dents are fostering their engineering 

skills by following the process: ask, 

explore, model, evaluate and ex-

plain. The modules engage the stu-

dents in problem solving and pro-

cess thinking.  They help the learner 

build their communication skills. They 

allow for the students to share their 

thoughts and ideas in an empower-

ing manner. We are excited to ven-

ture into this new program at R.D.W. 

After our holiday break, we will begin 

our math chapters of addition and 

subtraction with and without regroup-

ing.  Please brush up on addition and 

math facts at home to help with 

learning these mathematical con-

cepts.   

The children have been delving into 

nonfiction or informational texts at 

school. Please foster nonfiction read-

ing by encouraging your children to 

chose those types of books, maga-

zines, or texts at home.   The children 

are especially fascinated about learn-

ing about all types of animals and 

their habitats. 

Lastly, please remember that we go 
outside for recess each day and it is 
very important that the children are 
dressed appropriately for the outdoor 
elements. With our especially nice 
weather, it’s easy to forget how quick-
ly the weather may change through-
out the course of a day.  Please have 
your children keep extra warm cloth-
ing in their backpacks, because inevi-
tably winter is going to come! 



Fifth grade students are working hard leading up to holiday break! 

In Science, we are continuing our journey into Project Lead the Way.  Students are engaged in 

their new program and working hard.   In Math, we are learning about fractions.  Pointing out how 

fractions can be used in everyday life can be very helpful.  

We would like to thank all our parents for attending parent-teacher conferences last month.  It was 

great to see you and have some meaningful conversations. 

Our students should be reading nightly and completing their reading logs. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from fifth grade! 

Amazing!  Our Thanksgiving break is already behind us, and fourth 

grade is moving full steam ahead! 

The expectations in 4th grade are high, and each day we need to 

be ready to learn. That means that each day we need to remem-

ber to get enough rest and sleep and to eat a good breakfast before 

school.  It is very difficult to push forward with our learning if our 

students are tired and hungry. 

We are so proud of our students and the writing they are doing in 

4th grade. We are working hard on TDA writings and are writing 

interesting narrative essays. Students are continuing to learn the 

process of writing in all subject areas including Math and Social 

Sciences.   

4th Grade Science (our new PROJECT LEAD THE WAY program) 

has us studying the human impact on natural resources.  It has 

been exciting to learn about population density and how this affects 

our Earth.  We will continue our studies with other environmental 

affects, natural disasters, recycling, and then ENERGY.  

Please remember the importance of your child completing their daily Read-

ing Log Record.  Reflecting on what we read takes our reading to a new 

level of understanding. 

Our Math classes have again reminded us that we must have our multi-

plication facts mastered.  In Module 3 we learned to apply these facts in 

more challenging problems (multiplicative comparisons, tape diagrams, 

place value diagrams, algebraic equations, inequalities, multi-step word 

problems, etc.) that require quick recall and automaticity.    If your child 

does not know their facts, 0 – 12, please be sure to practice a little 

extra each night.  Using Happy Numbers or flash cards is a great way to 

get in that extra practice.   

Quick Reminders:  Student computers should be charged nightly, so they 

are ready to work the next day.  Charging cords can stay in the backpacks.  

The weather is always changing…we need to be prepared for some COLD 

days at recess! 

We hope that everyone has a wonderful Christmas holiday together.  



Title 1 December Newsletter 

2022~2023 

 
The magic of the holidays is all around us at Robert D. Wilson! Title 1 students are bursting with joy in their 

accomplishments. I enjoyed seeing all of you at Parent Teacher Conferences. Thank you for your continued effort in mak-

ing this program a successful one.  

 
As a reminder, The Title I Program has a website where parents can access a variety of helpful resources. This 

Title 1 tab, under “Departments” includes a general description of the Title I Program, including a link to the Common 

Core State Standards, Title I teacher contact information, a calendar of Title I events, parent information such as a com-

plaint resolution, monthly principal reports, right-to-know information, how to read the report card, the monthly Title I 

Newsletter, Title I Parent Policies, including the District policies as well as the school policies, and parent and student 

resources, including links to online sites as well as a link to the State Parent Advisory Council, which offers tips, pam-

phlets and videos for how to help children with reading. You can access this website by going to www.westernwayne.org. 

Click on “Departments,” then “Title I.” In addition, you can access the grade-level expectations for your child by going to 

the Robert D. Wilson Elementary section of the Western Wayne website.   

 
As always, read, read, read! Let’s get some miles on the page! A book makes an excellent gift. Have a beautiful 

holiday with family and friends. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s academic 

performance. 

  

Take This Parent Survey~ 

Are you teaching time management? It takes time for students to develop the time management skills that sup-

port success in school and life. Elementary schoolers are the right age to start! Are you helping your child learn to use 

time wisely? Answer yes or no below: 

___1. Do you help your child create study schedules and adjust them as necessary?  

___2. Do you show your child how to use a calendar to keep track of due dates and commitments?  

___3. Do you maintain a balance in your child’s schedule? Kids need time for exercise, sleep, and family time. 

 ___4. Do you encourage your child to get an early start on long-term projects, and break them down into small 

pieces?  

___5. Do you have your child time how long tasks take?  

How well are you doing? More yes answers means that you are demonstrating techniques for making the most 

of time. For each no, try that idea. Look for more tips in the Title 1 monthly newsletters. 

http://www.westernwayne.org


 

4
th
 Grade Mad Scientists 

 

 

4
th
 Graders made mad scientist inspired drawings in the days leading up to Hallow-

een! Students learned drawing skills such as foreshortening, a technique used to cre-
ate the illusion of depth on a flat picture plane.  Students observed real scientific tools 
like test tubes, graduated cylinders and beakers, then reviewed shading and highlight-
ing techniques to add realism and accuracy to their drawings. They then used oil pas-
tels and chalk pastels to add potions to their beakers and smoke and bubbles to their 
backgrounds.  



This month, it is important to talk about the skill of tacting. A tact is when a child labels something in their envi-

ronment because of what he sees, hears, feels, tastes, or smells.  Tacting can be done vocally, with sign lan-

guage, through written expression or through typing. There are several ways we tact: 

items: Child says “ball” when a ball is present in the environment, or when someone asks “what is it?” or some-

thing similar to that.    

Parts/Features: Child labels parts of an item when asked “what part is this?”   

Ex. When looking at a bike, a child can label the different parts- handlebar, seat, pedals and wheels, as well as 

labeling the whole item as a bike or bicycle.   

ongoing Actions: When asked “what am I doing?” (and adult is modeling ongoing action of jumping)? Child says 

“jumping” 

2 component Actions: When asked “What do you see?”, or “tell me everything you see” the child responds with a 

noun-verb or verb-noun combination Ex. “flipping cup” “girl running” 

Pronouns/Prepositions/Adjectives/Adverbs: Child labels something in the environment using those descriptors. 

Ex. “A red ball.”  “She is walking.”  “The cup is on the table.”  “It’s a round cracker.” “They are talking quietly.” 

There are several ways you can expand the tact repertoire at home: 

check your child’s daily communication sheet for any mastered targets. 

You can help your child generalize the mastered tacts by asking them to label items in their natural environ-

ment (home, restaurants, playgrounds, stores, etc.). 

Try to vary the way you present the question: 

Tell me what you see 

This is a _____ 

It’s a ____ 

What’s this? 

Tell me what this is 

If your child makes an error, be sure to provide him/her with the cor-

rect response.  Ideally, re-present the question so the child can 

respond correctly. 

Remember to REINFORCE your child for correct responses!!    

        Mrs. Romanski 



                       Robert D. Wilson Elementary 
 

Fire Drill 

 

 

Date:   

Hour: A.M. X  P.M. 

 
Number of Students:  

Number of Teachers:  

 
Announced   Unannounced X 

 
Evacuation Time:   Min.  Sec. 

 
Incidents, Accidents, Comments, Etc.:  

Exits Blocked: NONE 


