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Our students are becoming caring and kind community members. 

We are working hard at our individual academic, functional, and behavioral goals. 

I strongly recommend practicing your child’s sight words, letters, numbers and/or math facts nightly to see 

great success. 

In the Learning Support Classrooms, students are working on their individual IEP goals. The students ’ individual goals 
include some of the following; reading comprehension, reading fluency, math facts, number sense fluency and writing. 
The students goals are individually monitored through Aimsweb monthly. We look forward to the coming months and 
we will continue to work hard to reach our goals.  

School Counseling Foundations 

What does Mrs. Germani “envision” for her students? What is her “mission” as a 
school counselor? Take a look! The Vision Statement and Mission Statement provide 
an important foundation for the School Counseling Program at RDW. Approved by the RDW Advisory Council, 
these statements have guided the overall goals and programming throughout the years.  

Vision Statement: 

It is our vision at R.D. Wilson that all students will grow academically and socially throughout each grade level so 
that by the time they “graduate” as fifth grade students, they will have the necessary skills to succeed in the chal-
lenging demands of Middle School and beyond. Our vision will be complete when we see our students grow into 
productive, caring citizens of our community. 

Mission Statement:    

The comprehensive school counseling program at R.D. Wilson Elementary will be available to all students, provid-
ing the roots each student needs to be successful both inside and outside of school. The program will focus on the 
overall development of the student, including removal of academic barriers, acquisition of personal and social 

skills, and exploration of career avenues. Students will achieve these goals through guidance lessons, school-
wide programs, and group/individual counseling. Every student is unique, and therefore services will be based on 
each student’s individual needs and abilities to ensure equity, access, and success for all students. The program 
will be preventative in nature, teaching skills that will allow students to branch out and adapt to a variety of chal-
lenges in any setting. After completing the program, students will leave as productive, caring citizens of our com-
munity. 



Pre-k is enjoying spending time togeth-
er singing, listening to stories, sharing 
our ideas, and playing with new 
friends. We also have been painting, 
gluing, cutting, and coloring with mark-
ers and crayons. The students have 
been recognizing and identifying colors 
and will begin learning to identify 
shapes. Please practice theses con-
cepts at home with your child. Try play-
ing games like hunting for colors or 
shapes in your environment like “I 
Spy.” Games are a great way to review 
with your children at home. 

 

Our students are very excited to start 
our Reading program. We use Big 
Day for Pre-K. We have been reading 
a variety of stories and working on 
letter recognition. We have started 
working with the letter Aa and will be 
moving along in the alpha-
bet.  Pointing out and practicing letters 
is a great way to reinforce letter 
recognition at home. In class, we have 
also started our Eureka Math pro-
gram. Our students have been eager-
ly learning many new things. We have 
been matching objects, sorting obj- 

 

 

ects, and counting objects. Counting 
items around your house is a great 
way to help your child practice what 
they have learned in school. 

We enjoyed our visit with Waymart 
firehouse.  We learned basic fire 
safety with a focus on identifying 
things that are hot, equipment fire-
fighters use, and developing a fire 
safety plan.  At home we hope par-
ents will review the exits in the house 
in case of a fire and where their spe-
cial meeting place is. 

Whatever Happened to Unstruc-

tured Play?  

by Becky L. Spivey, M.Ed. 

Handy Handouts Number 379 

When children are playing, they are 

developing all sorts of real life skills: 

problem solving, sequencing, organiza-

tion, social skills, compromise, empa-

thy, sympathy, and the list goes on.  

Play… 

Miniaturizes a child’s world so they 

can analyze and deal with it. Play 

primes children for learning. Children 

create and play games with rules (their 

rules), strategy, levels of success and 

failure, consequences, all which pre-

pare them for entering society and its 

social institutions where they’ll live and 

work the rest of their lives. 

Teaches them how to handle stress 

and conflict. Consider the spats and 

arguments kids get into when they’re 

playing with friends. More often than not, 

children will resolve or at least smooth 

over their disagreements before a game 

grinds to a halt. If they never have the 

opportunity to learn how to and practice 

the art of compromise, they will never 

enjoy the pleasures of friendly competi-

tion or working as a team – even as 

adults. That’s not good for anyone. 

Provides plenty of problem-solving 

practice. When watching children play, 

you will see them solving problems the 

way they see them being solved by 

adults and others around them. This is a 

reminder to parents that our children al-

ways see, hear, study, and execute what 

they see us do. 

Promotes discovery which is the basis 

for learning. You can explain a concept to 

children all day and they won’t understand 

it; but, when they discover something 

themselves, that’s when the light bulb real-

ly comes on. 

Gives children a sense of power in a 

world in which they are essentially pow-

erless. This is why kids love pretending to 

be someone with a sense of great power. 

They are often helpless in the real-world of 

“powerful” people like parents, older sib-

lings, teachers, and other authority figures. 

Much of children’s fiction relates to this 

theme (think about Dorothy and her friends 

standing before the great Wizard of Oz). 

Fall excitement is in our Kindergar-
ten classrooms! 

The children have been learning 
and practicing P.R.I.D.E. (P stand 
for pride, R stand for respect, I 
stand for integrity, D stands for ded-
icated and E stands for extraordi-
nary!   Students earn CAT CASH by 
following the PRIDE expectations 
and can then spend it for something 
they want at the Cat Cash Show-
case.  

In math, we are working with num-
bers to ten.  We practice counting 
objects in various configurations, 
such as horizontally, vertically, cir-
cular and scattered around.  We 
match our counts to corresponding      

numbers.  We look at how numbers 
can be combined and tore apart.  
Learning to count one more and one 
less has helped us understand the 
relationship between numbers and 
quantities.  Daily fluency practice has 
helped us count forward and back-
ward.   

Our Kindergarteners are also ex-
panding their reading skills by identi-
fying beginning sounds, rhyming 
words, clapping syllables, and read-
ing sight words.  Please reinforce 
sight words by looking for them in 
books you read.  They are also learn-
ing to blend sounds together to make 
words.  Blending the sounds together 
has been able to open the doors for 

beginning reading.  Take turns 
reading bedtime stories.  Good 
reading habits can begin now.  The 
time and energy it takes will be re-
warding for both you and your Kin-
dergartener.   

Thank you for all the support you 
provide to your child’s education.  
We love having your children in 
class and shaping their minds.   

Happy Thanksgiving! 



As our magical learning continues 
in third grade, our focus will be 
the multiplication facts for num-
bers    1-9. We appreciate all your 
help and ask that your continued 
support of practicing these at 
home is about 10 minutes a day. 
We have learned several meth-
ods on how to figure out equal 
groups and represent them by 
showing models, arrays, and tape 
diagrams. One goal we have set 
for ourselves is completing 45 
minutes of Happy Numbers in a 
week with 80% accuracy. We are 
going to try to improve our accu-
racy each week. The 45 minutes 

is a combination of at home and at 
school time. Please remember that 
each student is working at his or her 
own prescribed level. He/She 
should be working independently 
when doing Happy Numbers with 
little to no assistance. 

In our reading, we are learning how 
to build a short response to text, 
and provide text evidence to support 
our response. We are using “Text 
Talker” strategies to create respons-
es that connect the evidence to our 
answers. It is amazing the work we 
are doing in such a short period of 
time. 

In social studies we are wrapping up 
our Communities unit. Students have 
written a persuasive essay on which 
type of community is the best to live in 
and reasons why. It was great to hear 
all the wonderful reasons to live in the 
different communities. 

We look forward to seeing each of you 
at conferences. 

First grade students are becoming 
independent learners with the aid of 
a program called, “The Daily 5.”  The 
Daily 5 provides students the chance 
to practice reading and writing skills 
in a fun and engaging setting.  There 
are five stations the students visit 
regularly.  The first station is called 
“Read to Self. “  The students at this 
station will have a bag of books on 
their independent reading level. They 
read this bag of books each day to 
become accurate and fluent readers.  
The second station they will visit is 
called “Read with a Partner.”  At this 

station the children read a story, from 
their decodable reader to a friend to al-
so increase fluency and accuracy.  The 
third station is called “Listen to Read-
ing.”  At this station students have the 
chance to listen to a story on their com-
puter.  While listening, they can hear 
what reading with expression sounds 
like and in turn begin to read with ex-
pression themselves.  The fourth station 
is “Word Work.”  At this station students 
will use materials such as stampers, or 
markers to practice weekly spelling 
words.  The final station is called “Work 
in Writing.”  At this station students can 

do an activity on their laptop related 
to skills being taught in class. After 
finishing the activity, they will choose 
a picture and write either a narrative, 
informational, or persuasive writing 
piece. 

When students are working on Daily 
5 activities, they truly enjoy the free-
dom of making choices about the 
type of learning they want to do at 
each station.  This independence 
helps students develop the ability to 
stay engaged in both reading and 
writing. 

 

We continue to learn new things through 

our reading series Journeys.  In unit 2, 

the students are learning about nature, 

things, places they see, and what nature 

can teach them.  There are non-fiction 

stories teaching the students about non-

fiction text features.  Some of the fea-

tures students are learning are illustra-

tions vs. real photographs, labels, cap-

tions, key words, headings, guide words 

and graphs.   The students enjoy being 

little detectives as they try to locate the 

text features within a given passage.      

In module 3, students are reviewing 

place value by engaging in hands on 

activities with ones, tens, and hundreds.  

They are learning that one number can 

be represented in different ways.  Give 

your child a number 0-1,000 and see if 

he/she can draw bundles to represent the 

number.  Send in their work for CAT 

cash!   A friendly reminder, second grad-

ers have started the weekly Core Fluency 

assessments.  At the end of each quar-

ter, assessments will be averaged for 

one grade of basic facts.  Please reach 

out to your child’s teacher for practice 

sheets to use at home. 

In science, second grade students are 

learning about properties of matter with 

our new program, Project Lead the Way.  

Your child has access to this program 

through their Clever account.  Ask them 

to show you around the site! 

Handwriting is a skill used every day, by 

every student, in every subject.  This skill 

must be taught using a planned sequen-

tial approach.  The goal is for every child 

to write with fluency in a legible manner.  

We  have been learning to use proper 

strokes, such as, left to right, top to bot-

tom, backward circle, forward circle, slant 

right and slant left.  Remind your child to 

always use their personal best writing!  

A few reminders: 

~ Use Clever to access Happy Numbers, 

Lalilo, EPIC, Project Lead the Way, and 

other fun resources 

~ Read every night for 15 minutes and fill 

out reading logs to be returned on Friday 

~ Reading and Spelling tests are given 

weekly (Thursday and Friday) The Week 

at a Glance is a helpful resource.  It can 

be found in the front of your child’s 

homework folder 



Fifth grade students are getting reading 

for a busy and exciting month at Robert D. 

Wilson Elementary!  

Students will be starting their new science 

program, Project Lead the Way, this 

month!  We are excited to dive into the 

program and make some discoveries. 

 

In Math, students are learning new strate-

gies for multiplying and dividing.  We will 

also start working with fractions soon. 

We are looking forward to meeting our fifth 

grade parents during parent-teacher confer-

ences this month. 

Mrs. Romanski 

Manding is a highly important piece of every child’s class-

room. Manding or requesting sessions occur daily during 

the school day. Manding sessions are often a very fun time 

of a student’s day and sessions help build stronger com-

munication of one’s needs so that the child does not resort 

to habits out of frustration but can more effectively com-

municate. In school, we use reinforcers surveys to help 

identify some of a student’s highly preferred items. We 

gather materials based on surveys as well as observation 

to create a manding bin for each student. During a session, 

a child will ask for opportunities to use the preferred items 

in an exchange with adults.  

Manding can be done easily at home to help encourage 

your child to communicate more effectively to you. The key 

to manding is keeping highly reinforcing items to you child 

out of your child’s immediate reach. For instance, if your 

child prefers a certain snack item, do not make this item freely 

accessible to your child. Place the desired item out of reach, in a 

safe location. Encourage your child to use their words, signs, or 

communication device to gain access to the desired item. A 

session can be set up at home as well. Find highly reinforcing 

items to your child and keep them close to you (so that your 

child must access the item through you!). Sit down and play with 

toys, entice your child with the reinforcers while providing him or 

her with a sign or word to accompany the item. When the child 

correctly vocalizes or signs for the item, provide the reinforcer. 

Make it fun! Manding is a time for you and your child to have fun 

together. Encourage this type of requesting at the dinner table 

(for a desired food item or drink), playing outside (have your 

child mand for “push” on the swing), or anything. Be creative 

and enjoy this time in growing your child’s language. 

Please remind your son or daughter to 

complete their reading log every night after 

30 minutes of reading.  They may also 

take some time at home to work on Exact 

Path or Happy Numbers, if they wish to do 

so.  

What You Can Do At Home: 
Encourage your child to practice multiplication facts for a few 

minutes each night.  Ideas: Practice and review one tough fact 

each night.  Write it repeatedly. Say it aloud repeatedly. Before 

they know it, they will have mastered all the facts!  All fourth-grade 

students must master their multiplication facts by the end of the 

second quarter as these facts are used in some way in every math 

lesson. 

Using YouTube with Eureka Math Module videos is a nice way to 

review a lesson or get specific instruction/ modeling with a lesson 

if a child has been absent. 

Ensure that your child reads nightly for 15-20 minutes.  Record the 

information on the weekly reading log record.  These completed 

records are collected each Monday morning.  Our goals are to 

increase speed, accuracy, and expression in our reading, as well 

as comprehension and higher-level thinking skills. 

 
Review with your child frequently. It is necessary for students to 

reread lessons, stories, and texts, encouraging good study habits. 

What We Have Been Doing At School:  
Social Sciences: Our first quarter had us studying geographic 

regions in the U.S.A.   We will soon move into the second 

quarter and will begin our new Science program, Project Lead 

the Way.  We are very excited about this new program. 

Reading: We are reading stories in a theme called “Tell Me 

More”.  Each story has the students sharing reasons why they 

would want someone to tell them more! 

 
Handwriting: Neat, readable handwriting is expected.  Students 

are continuing to practice their cursive letters and formations.  

 
Math:  Some of our math lessons are based on different types 

of measurements.  Our students are learning the importance of 

good measurement skills!  We will also work through Module 3 

which is all about multiplication and division.  

HAPPY NUMBERS: This online program goal is 45-60 

minutes, Monday-Sunday. Students should work at home and 

at school.  A great learning resource!! 

Writing:  We our planning, organizing, and writing TDAs and 



November has arrived! The students have been learning new decoding skills like 

smooth blending and tapping strategies to decode words they don’t know. They are practic-

ing reading with fluency.  Thank you for helping your child with the Title 1 homework. I truly 

feel that we are partners in your child’s learning journey. 

 I have implemented a behavior plan called, SHARKS. Each letter of SHARKS stands 

for something different. The S in Sharks stands for; Sit up tall. The H in SHARKS stands for; 

Hands on the table. The A in SHARKS stands for; Answer the teacher. The R in Sharks 

stands for; Really listen and think. The K in SHARKS stands for; Keep your eyes on the 

teacher or on the words.  Finally, the last S in SHARKS stands for; Smooth blend, out-loud, 

right away. The last S is important, because when they come to a word they don’t know, they 

can stretch out the sounds without taking a break or a breath, so their brain can hear the 

sounds, and blend them together to make a word. You can encourage your child to be a 

SHARK at home! Remember to read, read, read!! 

We will hold our first Parent Advisory Council meeting on Tuesday, November 8
th
 at 

3:00 in the library.  Keep your eyes peeled for a reminder letter in the mail if you signed up to 

be part of this council.  If you did not sign up to be part of the Parent Advisory Council and 

would like to join us, please contact me. I would love to have you! 

Don’t forget to visit our website and click on Departments, scroll down, and click on 

the Title 1 tab. You will find a plethora of resources for you to take advantage of.  

Thanksgiving is coming up soon! Enjoy time with family and friends this holiday sea-

son. I’ll see you at parent- teacher conferences on Tuesday, November 22nd. Please be on 

time and bring any questions or concerns with you about the program.   

 kvinton@westernwayne.org  

mailto:kvinton@westernwayne.org


Rainy Day Blues 

 
Kindergarten and Pre-K students used weather as inspiration 
for artwork. Students watched videos, read stories and even 
listened to mood music about thunderstorms to provide inspi-
ration for their beautiful thunderstorm paintings. Students cre-
ated thunderclouds by mixing blue and black paint, then used 
zig-zag lines to create yellow lightning! Students used white 
paint, straight lines, dashed and dotted lines to paint rain!! 
Students also learned all about painting procedures and how 
to use a paint brush during this project as well!  



Fire Drill 

 

 

Date: 10/18/2022   

 

Hour: 10:10 A.M. X  P.M. 

 
Number of Students: 272 

Number of Teachers & Staff: 42 

 
Announced      Unannounced   X 

 
Evacuation Time: 01Min. 34Sec. 

 
Incidents, Accidents, Comments, Etc.:building cleared without inci-
dent 

 
Exits Blocked: 0 


