
             Thanksgiving 

                 A Time to Reflect and Be Thankful  

For many of us, the meaning of Thanksgiving usually includes feasting, four-day weekends, football games, floats, family  reunions, or a forerunner to 

Christmas festivities.  The “first Thanksgiving,” however, was neither a feast nor a holiday, but a simple gathering. 

 

The meaning of Thanksgiving has undergone numerous transitions. Over the centuries, families added their customs to the Thanksgiving             

celebrations, preserving that which they held most precious. 

• To gather in unity– It is refreshing and invigorating when people come together, in celebration of a  common purpose.       

It is a reconciliation of differences as well as a time of healing.  In sharing our victories as well as our struggles, we find 

strength and hope. 

• To teach the young-In stories retold, each generation brings purpose and significance to the richness of their heritage.   

• To prepare the heart-In gratitude, we humbly reflect upon all the gifts (family, friends, health) that saturate our lives.        

By “giving-thanks” we choose to extend ourselves and give to others less fortunate.  Out of the abundance of our hearts,    

we are able to offer our resources to help others. 

This a great time to take a moment to reflect and be thankful for what we have (family, friends, health, housing, and food on the table) and think 

about how we can help others.  

 

There are many families experiencing hard times especially with todays economy. We can take this opportunity to show our children acts of     

kindness by doing something to help other families. 

• Donate food to local food drives, church pantries, etc... 

• Donate clothes to local organizations for families in need 

• Donate your time and help out at your local soup kitchen, or senior center  

• Or any other way that you can support and serve your community 
 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all that you do for children. 

                                          I look forward to seeing everyone at Parent/Teacher Conferences. 
                

       Mr. Justin Pidgeon  
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Name: Debbie Hemmler 

Educational Path/College(s): Bob Jones University, Greenville, South Carolina 

Years in Education: 23 

Why I joined the educational field:  

I had amazing teachers all through my school years who modeled kindness and leadership.  I knew since Kindergarten that I 

wanted to become a teacher.  I wanted to help children learn, and I wanted to be a role model for them. 

Favorite:  

Food- anything my mom makes! 

Ice Cream- chocolate peanut butter 

Sport(s)/team(s)-  basketball 

 

Interesting fact: 

I love to race and try to beat my own times.  I’ve run 6 marathons and several half marathons.  

 Life is like a race…we need to always try to better ourselves and have the stamina and grit to push through and succeed! 
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Name: Alyssa Wesley 

Educational Path/College(s): I received my bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Communication Sciences and Disorders: Speech-

Language Pathology from Penn State University. I am currently pursuing a master’s degree in Special Education with a concentration in 

Autism Spectrum Disorders at West Chester University. 

Years in Education: 8 

Why I joined the educational field: I have always loved working with kids! Every child deserves to be able to express their wants, 

needs, and ideas. By becoming a Speech-Language Pathologist, I get to help children be able to do that. There is no better feeling than 

when a child says his or her first word, signs for the first time, begins to communicate using AAC, or can finally say “rabbit” instead of 

“wabbit”! I love celebrating each goal, no matter how small it is! By helping children communicate, I know I am forever impacting their 

lives.  

Favorites:  

Movie: I love any Christmas movie! 

Food: Maroni’s Pizza in West Scranton 

Sport(s)/team(s): Penn State Football 

 

Interesting fact: For the past two years I have organized the Cat Pack Games for our district. Special education students from      

EverGreen, RDW, and the Middle and High schools participate in a variety of track and field events throughout the day. Student      

volunteers from the Middle and High schools assist in the games. Each year is a perfect highlight of some of the many talents of our  

students-running, jumping, throwing, and playing! So many of our district’s students, teachers, and paraprofessionals come together to 

make it an amazing event. It is my favorite day of the school year! 

 



 

        Autumn is here!  The Pre-Kindergarten students have been busy 

learning about the fall season.  They have been observing the trees and 

colorful leaves outside.  They have been singing songs about falling 

leaves and have learned why leaves change color.   

       In Math, the students have been learning how to arrange and count 

five objects as well as identifying the numerals one through five.  They have learned 

how to count in a straight line, in a circle, and in an array.  They are exploring the  

concepts of one more and one less.   

      The children have been working very hard beginning to learn the letters and the 

letter sounds.  They have made unique pages for each letter they have learned 

about so far compiled into an Alphabet Binder.  This binder is a 

great resource to practice letters and sounds at home. 

 
 

      

      

The kindergarteners have been busy with a bounty of activities this month!  We have Thanksgiving in 
mind.  The students have been learning about the very first Thanksgiving and what life was like for the Pilgrim 
families.   

In reading, the children have been learning to make predictions as they listen to a story.  We are discussing important   
details as we read and focusing on following the sequence of events in a story.   

We are concentrating on listening for letter sounds at the beginning, middle, and end of words.  We are also blending     
letters together to make words such as:  nap, tap, and map.  Remember to keep your child reading daily and fill out the reading    
calendar in the Daily Folder. 

In math, the kindergarteners are learning to identify and describe two- and three-dimensional shapes.  Continue working on 
recognizing numbers and counting to 100. 

Have a safe and Happy Thanksgiving! 
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 The students have adjusted well to the daily routine of school and are 

learning so much.  We are working so hard on our academics.  It is amazing to see all the   

progress they are making. 

   We look forward to meeting with all the parents at Parent Conferences.   

 
 

ES 



   

      November has once again fallen upon us.  As the leaves have changed all around us, change has also  
taken place in our \classrooms.  We are making great progress through our third grade curriculum.    

     We are finishing our second unit of our Journey’s reading series. The students worked hard to gain key skills 
and concepts taught to make themselves better readers. We are also practicing our reading fluency by timing ourselves for one   
minute to see how many words we can read so that we can do our best. 

     In math, we are finishing up our unit on time measurement, weight measurement, and rounding.  We will be on our way to some  
algebraic concepts using multiplication in the near future.  We will also be applying the properties of operations as strategies to    
multiply and divide.  As in reading, our goal is to become fluent with our multiplication facts.  Please continue to work with these facts 
at home.   

     We appreciate all of the hard work that our students do in school.  Try turning nightly requirements into fun times by playing 
games to memorize multiplication facts and snuggling up reading a good book.  We are all in this learning community together and 
we are doing terrific things! 

  

 

       

 

 

 

     In a reading unit called, “Nature Watch”, students read both nonfiction and fiction informational stories about  

animals, plants, and weather. An old saying is, “Students learn to read, and then read to learn!” Nature topics inspired 

informational writing activities as well. Our reading series, Journeys, provides rigorous spelling, phonics, and grammar 

lessons to further develop writing skills. 

In math students performed drawing, skip counting, and many number writing activities to study place value. With this 

strong foundation students will be ready for an in-depth understanding of two-digit addition and subtraction. 

Students learned about community helpers and citizenship in social studies. In science students explored the im-

portant tools scientists use and the rules needed to keep them safe. 

Our beautiful school grounds provided a colorful backdrop for learning. Happy fall! 

 

 

 

With autumn upon us, it’s hard to believe we are in the middle of the second book in the Journeys reading 

series.  Students have been developing phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and               

comprehension skills that are essential for reading success.  On your part, it is extremely important to take 

the time to listen to your child read nightly.  Please continue to review all Sight Words, as well as weekly 

spelling lists.   

First graders continue to expand their math skills daily.  They continue to identify shapes, write numbers to 

100, interpret graphs, and memorize addition facts.  We can’t stress enough, the importance of practicing 

addition facts to 10, and counting by 1’s, 2’s, 5’s, 10’s, and 25’s.  

Thank you for caring about your child’s education.                                                                

      We hope you have a safe and Happy Thanksgiving Holiday. 

First  

Grade 

Third 

 Grade 

Second  

 Grade 
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     In mathematics, fourth graders applied place value understanding to fluently add multi-digit whole numbers using 
the standard algorithm. Next, they used the addition algorithms to solve word problems using tape diagrams. Then, 
students assessed the reasonableness of word problem answers using estimation. Finally, students used place value  
understanding to decompose or break down into smaller units, using the standard subtraction algorithm. Students    
utilized the RDW process, which included underlining and bracketing vital information in word problems. For parent 
convenience, homework help videos are on YouTube! Type this into the search bar, Eureka Math Grade Four, Module 
One, Lessons 11-19. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzmFg2Fl-wg). Module 2 has 5 lessons, and the same steps 
can be followed. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eho7kk9gtvA Lastly, the fourth-grade teachers would like to 
thank parents for their continued support and with assisting their children in mastering multiplication facts.  

     In our English Language Arts students are working diligently to obtain better fluency and reading comprehension 
skills. They read the texts closely.  In reading, students used the strategies cause and effect, author’s purpose, inference 
and summarizing to read for meaning. All students are exposed to a variety of genres like biography, nonfiction, play, 
and realistic fiction. Reading strategies were assessed using “cold reads” and “text dependent analysis”. You can assist 
your children by making sure they are reading for meaning, not just reading words! 

          Parent and teacher conferences are very helpful, and we appreciate your participation! 

Fourth 

Grade 

      
 
 
 

     

 In reading class, fifth grade students are brushing up on skills such as cause and effect,      

understanding characters, author’s purpose, main idea and details. Fifth graders are also     

encouraged to read at home every night for 30 minutes to improve fluency!  

    We have been discussing concepts such as multi-digit whole number and decimal         

multiplication and division during math class.   Ask your fifth grader to explain these        

concepts to you to check their understanding.   We are continuing to brush up on           

multiplication and division facts through Sprints and online using the Moby Max program.       

Each student has a personal goal to beat each day!  

     Fifth graders have been working like busy bees in their writer’s notebooks! We are 

thrilled with the progression of skills the students are acquiring. Students have been adding 

dialogue, descriptive details and trying different leads and endings to make their narrative 

stories come to life!  

We are looking forward to meeting with you at parent/teacher conferences on November 

22nd!  

Happy Thanksgiving!  
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Fifth  

Grade 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzmFg2Fl-wg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eho7kk9gtvA
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Early Intervention            18 

 

Pre-Kindergarten          49 

 

Kindergarten  71 

 

First Grade  69 

 

Second Grade  74 

 

Third Grade               89 

 

Fourth Grade                74 
 

Fifth Grade                79 

 

               524 

 

Outside Placement             +  1 

 

Total               525 

   

      

The Title I Program has a website where parents can access many different items. On the website, parents 

can access the following information: 

 

• a general description of the Title I Program, including a link to the Common Core State Standards 

• Title I teacher contact information 

• calendar of Title I events 

• parent information such as monthly principal reports and right-to-know procedures 

• a monthly Title I newsletter 

• Title I Parent Policies, including the District policies as well as the school policies 

• student and parent resources, including links to online sites as well as a link to the State Parent Adviso-

ry Council, which offers tips, pamphlets and videos for how to help children with reading 

 

You can access this website by going to www.westernwayne.org. Click on “Departments,” then “Title I.”  

 

Title I 
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