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Watch the excitement unfold in our guidance lessons for the 
month of March! Here is what Ms. Booth has planned for our 
students: 

Kindergarten: Marsupial Sue (embracing your uniqueness) 
and Terrific Transitions 

First Grade: Fishing for Feelings and Dealing with Sad Feel-
ings 

Second Grade: What “Bugs” You? and De-bugging 
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Read Across America 

At RDW 

Read Alouds  ….4:45 – 5:30  

Concession Stand 5:30 – 6:00 

WWHS Cast of Bye, Bye Birdie 6:00- 6:30 

Damian The Magician “The Magic of Reading” 
6:30 -7:30 

Book Fair in the gym 5-8 pm 

It’s time to shake the winter blues!  

We are a little more than half way 
through the school year. Students 
have been working hard and mak-
ing great strides in their work.  This 
month, students will also be partici-
pating in St. Patrick’s Day learning 
activities. 

The state assessments are quickly 
approaching, and test preparation 
will begin. During school, we go to 
the computer room to use Study 

March 7, 2017-roller-skating grades PreK-2 

March 8, 2017-roller-skating grades 3-5 

March 23, 2017-PTA meeting at 7:00 P.M. 

March 27, 28, & 29–Pre-K registration 

March 30, 2017-Science & Curiosity Fair 6-8 P.M. 

 

Third Grade: Rock vs. Clay Problems 

Fourth Grade: Grit Lesson #3 with post-test 

Fifth Grade: Budgeting Party 

Students in grades 3-5 will also use their guidance time to 
complete the Olweus Bullying Questionnaires. These are com-
pleted yearly and provide pertinent information about hotspots, 
types of bullying, and the effectiveness of Olweus Bullying 
Program. Look for an opt-out letter to be sent home in the be-
ginning of the month! 

Island to practice for the assess-
ments. New this year is our Eureka 
Math Program! Everyone seems to 
enjoy the program and the students 
are doing well. Here is a picture of 
a domino cube, students are asked 
to write a number bond to match 
with the picture. Ask your child to 
repeat this process at home using 
different dominoes or 2 game dice. 

                                               "Spring is when you feel like whistling even with a shoe       

           full of slush."   

4 

5 

9 

Number sentence is: 4+5=9 



the web.  A good term to search is ac-
tion rhymes. 

 

 

 

 

Movin' and Groovin' Nursery 
Rhymes- Rhymes and Sound 
Awareness 

Cell Practices-Center for Early Liter-
acy Learning 

Exploring the world of language 
while getting their bodies to move is 
exciting for most toddlers.  Action 
rhymes-rhymes paired with body 
movements-are fun.  They give tod-
dlers opportunities to learn new  

talk targets a variety of speech and lan-
guage areas with the same picture.  We 
will be using this program to emphasize 
articulation, listening, reasoning, vocab-
ulary and grammar skills.  This lan-
guage program  emphasizes practic-
ing speaking in sentences and talking 
with your children. 

 

     Will March come in like a lion or a 
lamb?  How will it go out? These are 
two questions that pre-kindergarten 
students will ponder as they observe 
the weather each day.  We will also 
conduct science experiments.  Dr. 
Seuss books will  be used to intro-
duce rhyming.  Please reinforce 
rhyming with your youngest stu-
dents.  

        To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 

 

The kindergarten classrooms have 
been busy having fun with the new 
Eureka Math program.  The students 
have been using balance scales to 
compare weight and they have 
been pouring different objects into 
containers to compare volume.  They 
have also been comparing numerals 

using vocabulary words such as: more 
than, less than and same as.   

We are looking forward to learning 
addition and subtraction to 10.  Have 
your child practice adding and sub-
tracting at home by using manipula-
tives.  Extra practice will help them 
become fluent with their math facts.   

words and phrases while matching 
them with physical movements. 

The chants and body movements of 
action rhymes promote the develop-
ment of speech and listening skills.  
Young toddlers often engage in action 
rhymes with a parent, teacher or other 
children.  Action rhymes are short 
rhymes-either sung or spoken- that 
are matched with body movements to 
tell a story.  A few examples of action 
rhymes include Ring Around the Ro-
sie and/or Row Row Row Your Boat.   

You can find action rhymes that help 
toddlers build word skills by searching 

and to practice our manners, we will 
have our green healthy food party.  We 
use this social gathering to teach the 
children party etiquette and to encour-
age them to try new and different  
foods.  It really is a nice experience for 
our students.   Please ask them to de-
scribe the eventful day to you. 

     Picture talk will be used to assist in 
teaching language concepts.  Picture 

We are also looking forward to the sci-
ence fair.  The children will be able to 
tickle their brains for an exciting experi-
ment to share with their peers, as well 
as with the student body.   

as well as promote language devel-
opment and understanding! 

With the arrival of March, our students 
are learning that spring is just around 
the corner! The students have loved 
celebrating the snow fall this year with 
activities such as sledding and mak-
ing snowmen, but will appreciate the 
fun activities that spring brings us!  

As the weather begins to warm up, we 
will be growing plants to plant out-
doors. March is also when we cele-
brate Dr.Seuss’ birthday. We will be 
reading Dr. Seuss stories and com-
pleting activities in celebration. We 
encourage you to find some Dr.Seuss 
stories to read to your child at home 

AUTISTIC SUPPORT 



PSSAs are approaching! We will 
continue to build skills to strengthen 
those minds! A little “brain sweat” 
never hurt anyone.  

Reading is engaging our brains, as 
we continue to summarize, para-
phrase, analyze cause and effect 
relationships within a selection, in-
ference, locate information, and 
zoom into graphic aids in all subject 
areas. A question we are always 
trying to answer when we read is 
“What is the author telling me 

 Spring is just around the corner! 
The first grade students have been 
working very hard on these wintry, 
cold days. They are excited about 
finishing up the third of our five an-
thologies.  Our current book is Time 
Together. Along with our new stories 
we will be working with long vowels, 
inflections es, ing and ed, contrac-
tions, word families and variant vow-
els ou/ow. 

     We have reviewed the data from 
the DIBELS assessment in January 
and are working with our students in 
skill and guided reading groups. We 
are focusing on each student’s 

strengths and weaknesses and deter-
mined a plan to help all students meet 
the DIBELS benchmark in the spring. 
Also, you may find some extra reading 
activities in your child’s folder to work 
on at home. Remember, reading is 
like any sport, the more you practice, 
the better you get. Reading the same 
story more than once is a great way to 
build fluency and comprehension. Ask 
your son/daughter what the story is 
about, who the characters are, what 
happened first, next and last in the 
story. These are all important ques-
tions that will make the story more 
meaningful. Remember, as a team we 
can achieve far more than we ever 

could alone. 

      Our new math series, Eureka!, is 
truly helping our students become prob-
lem solvers and thinkers. It is amazing 
to see. Have your child choose any 
number between 5 and 100 and tell 
them to write the math facts for that 
number. For example, if they chose 93, 
93+0=93, 92+1=93, 91+2=93 and so 
on. They are discovering the patterns in 
math and are enjoying the challenge. 

“Sometimes the questions are com-
plicated but the answers are simple” 
by Dr. Seuss. As our students pro-
ceed through the Eureka Math pro-
gram, we are finding that the pro-
cess is becoming easier.  The chil-
dren are practicing math fluency and 
using many different methods to 
solve mathematical problems. We 
are quite impressed with the various 
strategies the students are using to 
find solutions to their math prob-
lems. Please continue to practice 
addition and subtraction facts with 

your children. Ask them to explain 
how they went about solving their 
problems, they love to show off 
their math abilities. 

“Today you are you! That is truer than 
true. There is no one alive who is 
youer that you!” by Dr. Seuss  

In March we celebrate his birthday 
and enjoy many of his rhyming sto-
ries.  Second grade students have been 
diligently working on opinion writ-
ings.  They have written about their 
favorite children’s books, stories and 

characters. In their writings they have 
expressed their opinions and used evi-
dence from the text to support their ideas. 
When we complete our unit on opinion 
writing, we are going to delve into poetry.  
Children love Dr. Suess books. If you 
have any to share with your children at 
home, it would be a great way to rein-
force rhyming and honor a wonderful 
children’s author.  

here?”  Reading is thinking, and we 
are certainly doing that! 

We are immersed in our persuasive 
writing unit.  Students wrote speech-
es.  Now we are working on persuad-
ing people to take action to make our 
world a better place!  

Multiplication facts are being prac-
ticed on a daily basis, along with a 
gambit of other math skills. Students 
are required to master their facts by 
the completion of third grade, so get 

practicing! Multiplication Fact Practice is 
part of a third grade student’s nightly 
homework regime.   

Social sciences are really getting our stu-
dents to think thoughtfully.  We will contin-
ue to foster our student’s curiosity. The 
Science Fair is a great opportunity to 
showcase their thinking. Students are 
working extremely hard on their projects. 
Way to go third graders! 

 

 



Fifth grade is looking forward to the 
start of spring at RDW!   

In social studies, our students will 
learn about the United States Consti-
tution. In science, they will test the 
properties of heat.   

The Science and Curiosity Fair is set 

With the winter DIBELS benchmark 
behind us, we thought this would be a 
good time to remind everyone of our 
Title I local assessments.  Local as-
sessments are tests that are given to 
every student in a particular grade 
three times per year, fall, winter and 
spring.  These assessments help us  
chart the growth of Title I students.  

First Grade local assessments consist 
of the DIBELS Nonsense Word Fluen-
cy subtest, the DIBELS Oral Reading 
Fluency subtest, and a cloze proce-
dure.  We use the Nonsense Word 

Fluency subtest to help us determine 
the student’s ability to decode or sound 
out unknown words.  The Oral Reading 
Fluency subtest measures a student’s 
number of words read correctly in one 
minute on a first grade leveled passage.  
Finally, the cloze procedure is a com-
prehension assessment.  These are 
based on a story the students have 
read in their classroom anthology.  The 
test consists of sentences from the sto-
ry with blank spaces.  Students have to 
pick the correct response for the blank 
space among three answer choices. 

 
and 3) by being ready to work hard 
each day.  When we are in the class-
room, we are diligently working to be 
the best we can be. 

Information has been sent home with 
your child concerning the upcoming 
Science Fair.  This is a mandatory sci-
ence project for each student in grades 
3-5.  We are looking forward to seeing 
some interesting and creative projects! 

Math class has been exciting!  4th grad-
ers are now in Module 5 studying Num-
bers and Operations with Fractions.  
Reading classes have us digging 

deeper into texts for main ideas, 
themes, story connections, text fea-
tures, text structures, and text evi-
dence.  Ask your child about their 
learning! 

A few reminders:  Reading logs need 
to be completed daily.  Students 
should be writing all assignments in 
cursive writing.  Multiplication and 
division facts need to be reviewed 
and practiced nightly.  We use these 
mastered facts each day in our les-
sons.  Math assignments are so 
much easier and quicker for students 
who have mastered the basic facts. 

for March 30th.  Please make sure 
that your child has prepared their 
project for that date. We can’t wait 
to see our fifth grade students ex-
periments, inventions, models, and 
reports! 

Our students have completed their 
argumentative writing unit.  They 

did a great job presenting infor-
mation on whether or not choco-
late milk should be served in our 
school cafeteria.  We are especial-
ly proud of our students who read 
their essays in front of a panel of 
adults in the LGI.   
 
Let’s have a great month at 
R.D.W.! 

Second grade local assessments are similar in 
that we use the DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency 
subtest and a cloze procedure.  However, to 
measure a student’s phonics abilities, we use 
the Elementary Spelling Inventory.  This is a 
spelling test of twenty-five words with various 
phonics elements.   

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact your child’s Title I teacher.  Happy 
Reading! 

 

March has come in with many big 
challenges!  One of the big challeng-
es is trying to get in thorough and 
complete instruction with so many 
snow days.  It has been difficult to 
keep the flow of education going. In 
that regard, we are battling to use 
every possible minute to pull in bene-
ficial work time. We would appreciate 
your support in encouraging your 
child to do their personal best each 
day by 1) being prepared (homework 
and studying done), 2) having the 
right mind set and purpose for learn-
ing (thinking positively and knowing 
that we are learning important things) 

March used to be the first month of  the year until the Gregorian calendar 

began to be used in 1752. 


