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National School Counseling week is February 6th-10th!  

School counseling really has changed dramatically in the past 
decade. In honor of our national weekly celebration, please read 
some of the exciting elements that are now part of a Compre-
hensive School Counseling Program (CSCP).  

Foundation: Every CSCP should have a vision statement, 
mission statement, and core beliefs. These are what drive the 
spirit of the programming. 

Management System: This includes an annual agreement 
with administration, yearly measurable program goals, time-
spent assessments, and the advisory council. Ms. Booth had her 
first advisory council meeting this past November. The group of 
17 stakeholders provide feedback and support to the CSCP.  

RDW PTA NEWS 
RDW PTA will have a             

Spring/Easter Gertrude Hawk     

fundraiser. 

Sales dates are: 

February 6, 2017 through February 

24, 2017. 

Delivery on: March 21, 2017 

During the month of January stu-
dents continued their work in Eure-
ka Math and SRA Reading. In read-
ing, the students are learning about 
the Bermuda Triangle and enjoying 
“Goad the Toad”.  In math, the stu-
dents are working very hard on 
learning their multiplication facts 
using flash cards both at home and 
in school.   

Multiplication “War” is a fun game to 
play to help with math facts. 

What You Do: 

Shuffle a deck of playing cards and deal 
them face down, giving each player an 

No roller-skating at RDW during the month of 

February. 

Art & Author Celebration 

February 14, 2017 9:30-10:30 

First Grade Grandparents Invited 

Delivery System: Eighty percent of a School Counselor’s 
time should be spent in the part of the program.   This includes 
all of your student services such as guidance lessons, group/
individual counseling, academic planning, and collaboration/
consultation with key stakeholders.  

Accountability: School Counselors utilize academic, be-
havioral, and attendance data as well as pre/post surveys to 
answer the very important question: “How are our students 
different as a result of the CSCP?” Data helps us reflect on our 
program goals, identify achievement gaps, and plan for neces-
sary services. 

If you would like to know more about the new, exciting world of 
School Counseling, contact Ms. Booth! 

 

equal number of cards until the deck 
runs out. Each player keeps his cards 
in a stack. Assign picture cards, such 
as jacks, queens, and kings, a value of 
10. Give aces a value of either 11 or 1. 
Demonstrate to your child how to play 
the game: Each player turns two cards 
face up, reads the number sentence 
and supplies the answer. For example, 
if your child draws a 5 and a 4, he says 
5 x 4 = 20. If you draw a 7 and an 8, 
then your number sentence is 7 x 8 = 
56. Because your product is larger, you 
win the four cards and you put them at 
the bottom of your pile. 
 
If each of you has a number sentence 
with the same product, then it's war! 
Each player puts four cards face down 

and turns up two of them. The player with the 
largest product wins the eight cards. 
Set up the timer and play the game for 10 to 
15 minutes. When the bell goes off, each 
player counts his cards. The player with the 
most cards wins. If one player runs out of 
cards before time is up, then the other player 
wins. 
 
Ask your child about their reading. If your 
student  is reading “Goad the Toad”,  ask a 
couple of questions. What was Goad’s first 
trick? How did Goad fool the hunters from  
Alaska? 
 
Make sure your student understands what 
they're reading. Plus, it’s a great  dinner con-
versation! 



 Let your children make a choice about an 
activity they dislike. Don’t ask your children if 
they want to do the activity. Instead, ask what 
they would like to use for the activity. For exam-
ple, “When you brush your teeth, do you want to 
use the bubblegum-flavored toothpaste or the 
mint?”  

 Read stories with your children. Talk about the 
choices that the characters in the story make. For 
example, “What should the princess do?” “What 
choice did she make?” “What do you think would 
have happened if she had made a different 
choice?”  

 Give your children the chance to make choic-
es. Let them pick out their clothes, choose their 
snack, or pick the toy they want to take to 
Grandma’s house.  

and play.  Ask your child about the kitchen and gro-

cery store areas.  Allow them to explain how they use 

the materials and what they like most about them. 

Letter and numeral identification will be important 

skills for kindergarten.  Please continue using the 

alphabet and number activities that we have sent 

home with the children. 

When you do something together at home, discuss 
the process of the activity with your children.  

“Let us think of education as the means of devel-

oping our greatest abilities, because in each of us  

there is a private hope and dream which, fulfilled, 

can be translated  into benefit for everyone  and 

greater strength for our nation.”  John F. Kennedy  

Throughout January we spent our days practicing 

different shapes. We talked about attributes, 

similarities and differences.  We loved construct-

ing shapes and finding shapes on a shape walk 

through the school.  Please continue to work on  

the activities mentioned in the family newsletter. 

Valentine’s Day is right around the corner. 
Students are eager to use their writing 
skills on Valentine cards to be shared with 
classmates. 

 Ask us what we are doing in math! Here 
are some examples of how we are com-
paring objects: 

 Use string, cubes and rulers to meas-
ure length and height 

 Scales are used to determine weight 

 We learned about volume and area 
too  

Students continue to practice with num-
bers 1-10, comparing sets of objects and 
determining whether there are more 
than, less than or equal sets. 

Day 100 arrives in February.  We cele-
brate this occasion in 100’s of ways!  We 
count, we write, we clap, we jump and 
we read 100 words. But, most important-
ly we share our 100 Day projects that we 

Helping Children to Make Choices  
by Rynette R. Kjesbo, M.S., CCC-SLP  
Super Duper Handy Handout # 273 

Why Is It Important for Children to Make 

Choices?  

Everyone makes choices. Even babies make 
choices. Have you ever seen the mother of a 
crying baby offer the infant a rattle? When she 
holds the rattle up, the baby makes a choice. If 
he wants the rattle, he stops crying. If he doesn’t 
want the rattle, he continues to cry until he is 
given another choice. When we give children the 
opportunity to make choices, we give them a 
chance to gain a little bit of control over their 
surroundings. When children feel like they have 
some control, they are less likely to act out and 
misbehave. Giving children opportunities to 
make simple choices when they are young helps 
them to be more confident when they make more 
difficult decisions later.  

Tips to Encourage Children to Make Choices  

Here are some tips you can use to encourage your 
children to make choices:  

 Limit your children’s choices. Give them 
two items to choose from.  

 Make one choice something your children 
don’t like. To encourage your children to 
make a choice, try letting them pick between 
something you know they like and something 
you know they dislike.  

 Hold real objects up in front of your chil-
dren. Show your children their options.  

 Talk to your children about their poor 
choices. We learn from our mistakes! Ask 
your children questions that make them think 
about their actions.  

During February we plan to read about, discuss and 

create projects for Groundhog’s Day, Dental Health, 

Valentine’s Day and President’s Day.   We will contin-

ue to read folktales and recite nursery rhymes.  Try 

acting out some nursery rhymes with your children, it 

is a fun way to review the nursery rhymes at home.  

The kitchen and grocery store areas will be set up in 

our classroom. They are used to develop social skills, 

fine motor skills, visual discrimination, and eye-hand 

coordination.  Primarily, these areas give our students 

the opportunity to create, explore, experiment, pretend 

 All of the students and staff in our 
classroom are looking forward to the 
arrival of spring and the end of the 
cold winter months. Throughout the 
last several weeks, we have been 
practicing kindness and acceptance 
in conjunction with the Martin Luther 

King Jr.  holiday and Valentine’s 
Day. The students in our room are 
practicing positive social skills with 
each other including sharing with 
their friends and taking turns. It is 
important to practice communication 
skills at home. Require your child to 

ask for desired items or to attend to 
the information they would like to 
share with you about their day. Mod-
el good communication skills with 
your child such as asking them 
questions and responding to their 
answers. The more they hear and 
learn about, the better communica-

AUTISTIC SUPPORT 

completed at home with our class-
mates! 

Reading skills continue to grow.  It’s 
important to incorporate a daily reading 
routine at home. Sight words have in-
creased and student decoding skills 
have grown to handle 3 to 4 letter 
words. Encourage your child to sound 
out new words when reading. When 
they see your excitement, it will build 
reading excitement in them too.   



There is no way to underestimate 

the importance of reading! 

It enhances the learning in all other 

subject areas.  

 

 As your child grows as a reader, 

you can encourage your child by 

giving him/her many fun experienc-

es with printed text. Reading various 

texts stimulates the imagination, 

builds verbal skills, and influences 

analyzing and thinking.  Try reading 

chapter books, newspaper articles, 

First grade students have recently 
begun a reading process called close 
reading. The purpose of close read-

ing is to have students analyze what 
they are reading so that they will 
more fully comprehend the 
text. Students have been reading 
short non-fiction stories. Currently, 
our reading topics are related to win-
ter and animals that may live in cold-
er climates.  

During this process students are giv-
en a piece of text and asked to read 
it together. Students are asked to 
determine the author’s purpose for 

writing. Students will reread the text 
and determine if there are any words 
that are not familiar to them and may 
cause them to not fully understand 
what has been read. These words are 
highlighted and students will try to use 
the text and discussions to gain an 
understanding of these words. Stu-
dents will also reread the text to deter-
mine if there were supporting details 
in the text that they may not have no-
ticed during the initial reading.  

The repeated reading and word study 
will help students to have a deeper 
comprehension of the story.   

Students are then asked to write ques-
tions related to the text that they have 
been reading. The questions have to 
have a direct connection to information 
in the story that will help the students 
have a better understanding of what 
they have been reading. After doing this 
the students will then write a story 
booklet about what they have learned 
from their reading. The booklet will in-
clude information that was right there in 
the story but also the information that 
they may have inferred by having a 
deeper understanding of the story they 
have read.     

“Life is like a Math equation. In order to 

gain the most, you have to know how to 

convert the negatives into positives.” 

As we continue to make progress in our 

Eureka Math program, we have found 

that  the students are becoming rather 

proficient with explaining their reasoning.  

Mathematically proficient students try to 

communicate precisely to others.  They 

try to use clear definitions in discussions 

with others and in their own reasoning.  

They state the meaning of symbols 

they chose, including using the equal 

sign consistently and appropriately.  

Our students are practicing giving 

carefully formulated explanations of 

their math work to each other. 

We have set our sights on the spring 

DIBELS goal which is a minimum of 87 

words per minute. You can assist your 

children in attaining this goal by work-

ing on their fluency through practice at 

home.  Take turns reading with your child 

and model how to read with expression to 

your children.  Before having your children 

read aloud to you, have them practice the 

passage first.  This will ensure that your 

children are familiar with the text and can 

place their focus on fluency and expres-

sion. 

magazines, comic books, books on 

topics your child is interested in, and 

websites.  You can find links to great 

websites on kidsites.com. 

 

Here are other things to do at home: 

1) Play games that involve reading 

skills.  For example, have a treasure 

hunt and place written clues around 

the house.  You can play Scrabble or 

other age-appropriate board games. 

2) Make frequent trips to the local 

library, and encourage your child to 

pick out his/her own books.   

3)Take turns reading the pages of a book 

together.  Reading aloud will allow you to 

hear how fluent your child is reading.  Re-

member: Fluency is reading at a good 

rate of speed with accuracy and expres-

sion.   

         READING IS THINKING! 

Please remind students to bring proper 

winter attire for recess...It’s cold 

outside. 



Fifth grade students have an exciting 

month ahead at Robert D. Wilson 

Elementary School. 

In social studies, students will contin-

ue to learn about life in the thirteen 

colonies, as well as the start of the 

Revolutionary War.  

Students will continue to work with 

fractions during math class.  Take 

Title 1 would like to share the first 
and second grade ELA (English Lan-
guage Arts) expectations.  

First grade expects children to read 
grade-level text with understanding 
and fluency. The students must de-
scribe the characters, settings, and 
major events in a story using key 

details from the text. They must 
gather facts and information from 
different texts and compose a strong 
opening and closing to a written piece.  

Second grade expects children to 
read grade-level text with under-
standing and fluency. Students must 
retell key information and provide 

Yeah 4th grade!! We have com-

pleted another writing unit, and 

have become excellent writers. In 

addition to being able to share our 

opinions orally, we can now write 

them in thesis form and defend 

them with reasons and evidence-

based details. We are also working 

on Informational Writings, specifi-

cally writings about natural disas-

ters. 

However, our multiplication and 
division skills need work. One 

great idea is to get all of the senses 
involved when practicing the facts. Say 
them (repetition is critical), sing 
them (simple songs can be used to 
teach the less familiar sequences, for 
example, sing the 3’s to "Are You 
Sleeping" - Example:  3,6,9,12, 
3,6,9,12,  Learn my facts, Learn my 
facts! We are learning math facts, real-
ly important math facts. Count by 
threes. Mul-ti-ply), hear them (get a 
facts CD), write them (choose 5 or 6 
from your practice paper to write 5 or 
10 times each), touch them (use coun-
ters/etc), and eat them (use  snacks, 
gummies, or fruit loops to count, sort, 
group, and multiply or divide).   Flash 

cards can also be an easy practice 
tool.  Knowing these basic facts will 
help us as we enter any module or 
chapter. 

And onward we go to PSSA! – Let’s 
be sure that we are fully prepared by 
doing our personal best each day 
and taking time to study and reflect 
on our lessons. 

A quick reminder: Winter is definitely 
here, and we must be prepared for 
cold temperatures at recess.  Brrrr! 

this opportunity to teach fractions 

at home, pointing out how you use 

them in daily life (cooking, measur-

ing, etc.) 

We will develop our skills as argu-

ment writers, debating whether or 

not chocolate milk should be 

served in our school! 

Reading is an important part of a 
daily routine. Please help your 
student find a time in each day for 
this activity. Becoming an avid 
reader could take you places that 
may seem unattainable.  

key details. It is expected that students 
will use text details, illustrations, and 
graphics to answer questions. Also, second 
graders should read texts and be able to 
produce a report. Students should be able 
to write an opinion and an informational 
piece using details from what they have 
read. 

In February 1910, the Boy Scouts of America was incorporated. 


