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We are well on our way in the third quarter of the 2018-2019 school year!  Letôs continue 

to show our Wildcat Pride and strive to always give our personal best.  We can give our 

personal best by being organized, completing homework, helping others, and studying for 

tests.  Also, study those math facts! Multiplication Madness is in full swing! Set goals for 

yourself and work hard to reach them.   

ñWe keep moving forward, opening new doors, and doing new things, because weôre curi-
ous and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths.ò- Walt Disney 

                                                    Remember, always be kind!   

National School Counsel-

ing week is February 4 th -

8th !  

In honor of our national weekly cele-
bration, please read some of the excit-
ing elements that are now part of a 
Comprehensive School Counseling 
Program (CSCP).  

Foundation: The CSCP at RDW has 
a strong vision statement, mission 
statement, and set of core beliefs. 
These are what drive the spirit of the 
programming. 

Management System: This includes 
the annual agreement with administra-

Feb. 15 -  Act 80 ï Noon Dismissal 
Feb. 18 -  No School Presidents Day 
Feb. 21 -  PTA ï 6:30 PM 
Feb. 28 -  Read Across America & Book Fair      4:45-8:00 PM 

No roller-skating  in February. 

tion, yearly measurable program goals, 
time-spent assessments, and the advi-
sory council. Mrs. Germani holds her 
advisory council meetings in November 
and June. The group of 17 stakeholders 
provide feedback and support to the 
CSCP.  

Delivery System: Eighty percent of a 
school counselorôs time should be spent 
here. At RDW, each grade receives 12-
14 guidance lessons from Mrs. Germani, 
and she also offers ten different support 
groups to help students re-learn im-
portant skills. This section also includes 
individual counseling, academic plan-
ning, and collaboration/consultation with 
teachers and parents.  

Accountability: School counselors 
utilize academic, behavioral, and at-
tendance data as well as pre/post 
surveys to answer the very important 
question: ñHow are our students dif-
ferent as a result of the CSCP?ò Data 
helps us reflect on our program goals, 
identify achievement gaps, and plan 
for necessary services. 

If you would like to know more about 
the exciting world of School Counsel-
ing, contact Mrs. Germani  



Å Let your child see you reading, read aloud 
to them, and encourage them to read aloud 
to you.  

Å Set aside time to have a conversation with 
your child about your respective days and 
ask about what they learned in school that 
day.  

Å Keep paper, crayons, markers, and other 
art supplies on hand and encourage your 
child to express himself or herself through 
writing, drawing, or painting.  

Å Plan regular one-on-one time with your 
child to do something together, like a craft 
project, and put away phones and tablets 
during that time.  

February is a busy month for Pre-K stu-

dents. February is a short month, but it is 

packed with important days that  we  read 

about, discuss and then complete projects. 

Those days include: Groundhogôs Day, 

Dental Health, Valentineôs Day and Presi-

dentôs Day.  

We will continue to work with new letters 

and review letters that we have already 

explored. Students will start practicing nu-

merals 6-10. Letter and numeral identifica-

tion are important  skills for kindergarten.   

Please keep working with your child at 

home to reinforce what we learn in the 

classroom.   

This is the time of the year we set up our 

kitchen and grocery store areas in the 

classrooms. These areas will be used to 

develop social skills, fine motor skills, vis-

ual discrimination and eye-hand coordina-

tion. Most importantly, these areas give 

our students the opportunity to create, 

explore, experiment, pretend and play. 

Ask your student about the kitchen and 

grocery store areas. Allow them to ex-

plain how they use the materials and 

what they like most about these areas. 

Continue to talk and read with your stu-

dent. Add some new and challenging 

activities. When you do something togeth-

er at home, discuss the process of the 

activity with your children. 

Reinforcing Your Childôs Education at 
Home By Summer Stanley 

www.handyhandouts.com 

Handy Handouts #553 

While it is important to help your kids 
with their homework when necessary 
and possible, the good news is that 
often just spending more quality time 
with them and taking advantage of 
learning opportunities as they come 
along can be just as helpful. 
www.HealthyChildren.org offers some 
great suggestions for easy ways to rein-
force your childôs learning at home:  

 

Å Make time every weekend for a fun, 
physical activity the whole family can en-
joy.  

Å Put up a map and use it to talk about 
history, world events, and to give your 
child a better understanding of their physi-
cal place in the world.  

 
To encourage development of your childôs 
cognitive skills, mix in learning opportuni-
ties with everyday activities. For example, 
have your child count the items in your 
shopping cart at the store or help you 
measure ingredients when cooking. This 
will get them in the habit of thinking numer-
ically in and outside of school. 

Valentineôs Day will bring us some fun 

writing practice.  Students are eager 

and able to write out their own Valen-

tineôs and look forward to exchanging 

them on party day. 

We have been comparing the length 

and height of objects with strings, cu-

bes and rulers.  We have used a scale 

to determine the weight of objects and 

comparing objects by their weight.  We 

have used volume and area to compare 

objects as well.  We continue our prac-

tice with numbers 1-10 with comparing 

sets of objects and determining which 

sets have more than, less than or are equal.   

If we can ward off more snow days, day 100 

should arrive at the beginning of February.  

The students have been anxiously counting 

the days of school.  We will celebrate Day 

100 with many activities involving the num-

ber 100.  We will count and write 100 num-

bers, read and write 100 words and hop, 

jump or clap 100 times.  We will share our 

100ôs projects that were completed at home 

with each other.  Our thanks and apprecia-

tion to all who helped out with the creation of 

these projects. 

As student reading skills grow, please take 

time to practice reading daily.  I would like to 

suggest as part of your reading routine at 

home to take turns reading, entire books or 

pages within books.   Your studentôs sight 

words have increased and their decoding 

skills have grown to handle 3 to 4 letter 

words, and they make great attempts and 

progress at many others.  With attentive ears 

to listen to them, encouragement and help 

with irregular sound combinations, your 

young reader can feel quite successful with 

many books.  Share in their excitement of 

learning to read.   

Presidentôs Day is officially called George Washingtonôs Birthday .    It is al-

ways celebrated on the third Monday in February .  

Coconuts are a natural anti-bacterial food and can help reduce the 

risk of developing gum disease and cavities. 

http://www.handyhandouts.com
http://www.HealthyChildren.org


As we enter the third quarter, weôll be distrib-
uting our new sight words.  These sight 
words contain all the ones from the first and 
second quarter in addition to another 
56.  That brings the total to 200! It sounds 
like a lot, but your student has already been 
working hard on the others in class and at 
home with you.  These words are ones that 
your child will come across frequently when 
they are reading.  By identifying them right 
away, their reading is smoother and more 
fluent.  They can focus on the meaning of 
what they are reading as opposed to figuring 
out sounds and decoding the words.  

Our second marking period was 

busy in all subjects.  In social scienc-

es we finished our informational bro-

chures on dental health.  We com-

pleted our study of electricity and 

learned about early communities.  

Now we are beginning our study of 

fractions in math.  Look for ways we 

use fractions in real life, especially in 

the kitchen, from cutting a pizza to 

measuring ingredients for baking. 

 

 

 

 

Here are other things to do at 

home to support reading: 

1. Play games that involve read-

ing skills.  For example, have a 

treasure hunt and place written 

clues around the house.  You 

can play Scrabble or other age

-appropriate board games. 

2. Make frequent trips to the local 

library, and encourage your 

child to pick out his/her own 

books.   

3. Take turns reading the pages of a 

book together.  Reading aloud will 

allow you to hear how fluent your 

child is reading.  Remember: Flu-

ency is reading at a good rate of 

speed with accuracy and expres-

sion.   

We look forward to reading and visiting 
with our grandparents on Author 
Day!  First grader students have been 
working hard on polishing our sto-
ries.  The first two quarters have focused 
on narrative stories ïstories that tell 
about a moment that our students re-
member.  This could be a special trip, a 
day at the beach, or the time we lost our 
first tooth!   These stories are special to 
your studentôs heart and Iôm sure theyôll 
love sharing them with you and the 
grandparents.  

 

We use these words each week in the 
classroom.  While they have a lot of ex-
posure to the words during school, your 
help at home will make sure they are 
even more successful.  Weôve been 
sending home flashcards with each les-
son that students and parents can work 
with at home.  Select ten words your stu-
dent doesnôt know and work just with 
those words.  When they are able to 
identify a word three times, retire it and 
add a new unknown word.  Soon, theyôll 
be able to read all 200 -and then some! 

ñ Whatever you are, be a 

good one!ò ï Abraham Lincoln 

We have set our sights on 

the spring DIBELS goal which is 111 

words per minute. Please assist 

your child in attaining this goal by 

working on their fluency through 

practice at home.  Take turns read-

ing with your children and model 

how to read with expression to your 

children.  Before having your chil-

dren read aloud to you, have them 

practice the passage first.  This will 

ensure that your children are familiar 

with the text and can place their fo-

cus on fluency and expression. 

In Eureka Math Module 4, 

our students will be relating one-

more/ one-less and ten-more/ ten-

less to addition and subtraction.  

They will recognize that they must 

add and subtract like units, and that 

the digit in the tens place changes 

when adding and subtracting a ten, 

just as the digit in the ones place 

changes when adding and subtract-

ing a one.  They will learn to record 

the addition and subtraction of tens 

and ones using arrow notation. 

Throughout the module students will 

be applying the strategies they 

learned to add and subtract such as 

the arrow way, number bonds and 

counting on.  They will apply their 

understanding of place value strate-

gies to the addition alogorithm, mov-

ing from horizontal (number sen-

tence) to vertical notation. 



great idea is to get all of the senses 
involved when practicing the facts. Say 
them (repetition is critical), sing 
them (simple songs can be used to 
teach the less familiar sequences, for 
example, sing the 3ôs to "Are You 
Sleeping" - Example:  3,6,9,12, 
3,6,9,12,  Learn my facts, Learn my 
facts! We are learning math facts, really 
important math facts. Count by threes. 
Mul-ti-ply), hear them (get a facts CD), 
write them (choose 5 or 6 from your 
practice paper to write 5 or 10 times 
each), touch them (use counters/etc), 
and eat them (use a snack like gum-
mies, or fruit loops to count, sort, group, 
and multiply or divide).   Flash cards 
can also be an easy practice tool.  
Knowing these basic facts will help us 

Our fifth grade students have an exciting month ahead at Robert D. Wilson. 

In social studies, students will continue learning about life in the thirteen colonies, as well as the start of the Revolution-

ary War.  

Our students will continue to work with fractions during math class.  Itôs a good opportunity to teach at home, pointing 

out how you use fractions in daily life.  Knowing multiplication facts helps with our fraction work.  When we are fluent 

with our facts, we can direct our attention to solving problems that involve fractions.   

We will develop our writing skills for a new style ï argument writing!  

Yeah 4
th
 grade!! We have complet-

ed another writing unit, and have be-

come excellent writers. In addition to 

being able to share our opinions oral-

ly, we can now write them in thesis 

form and defend them with reasons 

and evidence-based details. We are 

also working on informational writings, 

specifically writings about the 50 

states.  We are continuing our work 

with analyzing texts, and are learning 

to read and study texts, applying the 

specific skills we have studied. 

However, our multiplication and di-
vision continue to need work. One 

as we advance our study of fractions 
and algebraic thinking . 

We are having an exciting time mas-
tering these math facts as we prepare 
for our RDW MULTIPLICATION 
MADNESS 2019!!   Go Fourth 
Grade!! 

And onward we go to PSSA! ï Letôs 
be sure that we are fully prepared by 
doing our personal best each day and 
taking time to study and reflect on our 
lessons. 

A quick reminder: Winter is definitely 
here, and we must be prepared for 
cold temperatures at recess.  Brrrr! 

Mrs. Romanski  

       

Intraverbal skills are more complicated skills for our chil-
dren to master. When we think of intraverbal skills, we 
can relate them to the skills needed to participate in con-
versations. Students begin intraverbal programs later, as 
they master a great deal of skills from base programs 
such as tacting and listener responding.  

Beginning intraverbal programming includes a studentôs 
ability to complete phrases of songs or phrases such as, 
ñtwinkle twinkle little STAR.ò It could also include a stu-
dent being able to fill in a statement about animal sounds 
such as, ñthe dog says WOOF.ò Students beginning in-
traverbal programming should also be able to answer 
basic questions such as ñWhat is your name?ò and ñHow 
old are you.ò  

As a student progresses through the program, tasks become 
increasingly more difficult. A student may be expected to com-
plete a sentence such as ñSomething that you drink is___ò or 
ñAn animal with stripes is a ____.ò It is crucial that a student 
has key understanding of adjectives, verbs, and items in order 
to be successful in truly comprehending statements rather than 
just memorizing what is taught.  

Deeper into a program, a student will answer ñwhò questions 
such as who, what, where, when, and why. ñWhò questions are 
complicated questions that test the students understanding of 
the skills that they have learned. Ultimately, an end result 
would be a student being able to have a conversation about 
their day, a movie they saw, events that take place, etc. In-
traverbal programs demonstrate the importance of building 
strong tacting skills with your child and the importance of con-
versation.  



      Title 1  

There is no way to overestimate the importance of reading! 

It enhances the learning in all other subject areas. Have your child Zoom-In  to different text features, and 
make personal connections to what theyôre reading.  
 

 As our students prepare for DIBELS Assessments and yearly academic assessments, you can encourage your 

child by giving him/her fun experiences with printed text. Reading various texts (across the subject areas) stimu-

lates the imagination, builds verbal skills, and influences analyzing and thinking.   

 

Hereôs some suggestions from Scholastic on how you can help: 

�x�� Nourishing the Meal Time Have your kids read recipes aloud to you while youôre cooking dinner. From in-
gredient lists to cooking directions, this kind of family reading will help build vocabulary, fluencyéand des-
sert! 

�x�� Guess Who�¶s Coming to Dinner? While your family is eating together, discuss what your favorite charac-
ters would have for dinner ï Harry Potter might like pumpkin juice and chocolate frogs while Geronomo Sil-
ton could crave some cheese! Incorporating characters of favorite stories into your eating routine is a deli-
cious way to promote deep thinking about character traits and motivation. 

�x�� Story Charades Choose a story your family knows well ð like a well-read book or fairytale ð and act out 
the beginning, middle, and end of the story. If you have more family than characters, a few could do the act-
ing and the others can be the audience or be the narrator. This activity helps readers reexamine and under-
stand story lines and details. 

�x�� Take turns reading the pages of a book together.  Reading aloud will allow you to hear how fluent your child 
is reading.  Remember: Fluency is reading at a good rate of speed with accuracy and expression.   

Remember: READING IS THINKING! 

�x�� 3 tablespoons butter 

�x�� 1 package (10 oz., about 40) JET-PUFFED Marshmallows 

           - OR -- 4 cups JET-PUFFED Miniature Marshmallows 

�x  6 cups Kellogg'sÈ Rice KrispiesÈ cereal   

  (How many half-cups are in 6 cups?  How many quarter-cups?) 

1. In large saucepan melt butter over low heat. Add marshmallows and stir until completely melted. Remove from heat. 
 
2. Add KELLOGG'S RICE KRISPIES cereal. Stir until well coated. 
 
3. Using buttered spatula or wax paper evenly press mixture into 13 x 9 x 2-inch pan coated with cooking spray. Cool. Cut 
into 2-inch squares. Best if served the same day. 
 
 
MICROWAVE DIRECTIONS: 
In microwave-safe bowl heat butter and marshmallows on HIGH for 3 minutes, stirring after 2 minutes. Stir until smooth. 
Follow steps 2 and 3 above. Microwave cooking times may vary. 
 
Note 
 
-For best results, use fresh marshmallows. 
-1 jar (7 oz.) marshmallow cr¯me can be substituted for marshmallows. 
-Diet, reduced calorie or tub margarine is not recommended. 
-Store no more than two days at room temperature in airtight container. 
-To freeze, place in layers separated by wax paper in airtight container. Freeze for up to 6 weeks. Let stand at room temperature for 15 
minutes before serving.  


