
 

It’s hard to believe we are well into the second quarter already. 

Your children have been working so hard. Everyone is looking forward 

to the holiday vacation. Students will be completing reading, writing, and 

math activities in class that relate to the holidays.  With the arrival of 

winter, please make sure that your children have a warm jacket, hat, 

gloves, and boots for wellness/recess time. We wish everyone a very 

Happy Holiday Season! 

 

 The Holiday Season is the season of giving, love, and kindness.  It is a time for 

spending time with   family, friends and loved ones.  It is also a time to share random acts of kindness.  

 
     Create a new tradition this year. Make it part of your holiday preparation to get together and  
     do something special for someone else.  There are many people whose  loved ones live too  
     far away or they are in the military and they are unable to be with them this holiday season. 
 
    

    There are so many different things that you can do,  
     here are but a few  “Random Acts of Kindness”:  

 

 Help a friend in need 

 Donate toys 

 Send letters to the soldiers 

 Carol for your neighbors 

 Donate food to your local food pantry 

 Donate pet supplies to your local pet shelter 

 Rake leaves/shovel snow for someone 

 Fulfil an Angel Tree request 

 Give holiday treats to the fireman, postman and any other 
civil service person.  

 Make cards for people in a  
  nursing home and deliver them in   
  person. 

 

               Happy Holidays 

 

                 Mr. Pidgeon  
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Our Kindergarten classrooms are full of excitement and holiday spirit this month!  Holiday stories and Christmas carols 
can be heard in every classroom.  Their precious faces light up as we count down the days until Santa arrives.   

 Phonemic awareness, phonics, and writing skills are being worked on daily in class.  The children are reading 
more words and sentences.  Remember to practice letter/sound charts and sight words nightly. 

 In math, the kindergarteners are identifying geometric shapes in two and three dimensions.  They are comparing 
lengths of different objects.  The students are also learning to describe and communicate positions of objects such as 
above, below, beside, in front of, next to, and behind. 

 Please remember to review the work that comes home in the daily Homework Folder, practice sight words, and 
read with your son or daughter every evening.  Encourage your child to do some writing at home with a reminder to try 
to print the letters correctly. 

 With the arrival of winter, please make sure that your child is dressed appropriately for 
cold weather.  A warm jacket, hat, mittens, and boots are necessary each day for school. 

We wish everyone a very Happy Holiday Season! 

     

 Winter is upon us and Pre-K students are observing all of the changes it brings with it. Talk to your  
children about the daily transformations we see around us.  Discuss appropriate clothing for this time of year and 
practice putting it all on independently!  Remember to label your childôs hats, gloves, & mittens.  We often have 
doubles that look the same! 

Students will be exploring shapes all around us this month!  Have your child go on a shape hunt around your house looking for 
circles, squares, rectangles, and triangles.  Ask him/her to describe the shapes to you! 

Letters are all around us too! We are continuing to study the letters of the alphabet in our classrooms.  We hope you are enjoying 
listening to your children read their alphabet binder pages.  Remember to put the new pages in your childrenôs binders when 
they are sent home.   

Make learning letters fun for your child. Besides reading the alphabet binder, you can use alphabet cards as flash cards. Some 
children quickly memorize the alphabet this way. Others grow frustrated and bored. Encourage those children to play games such as war or     
twenty-six card pick-up with their flash cards.  

Another way to use cards to teach your children the alphabet involves a double set of flash cards. Once you have created two sets of cards, you can 
set up a memory game for your children. Combine and shuffle the two sets of cards. Then lay them face down on the table. Each person turns over 
two cards. If the cards match, that person removes them from the table and turns over two more cards. If the cards do not match, the players try to 
memorize which cards they are and where they are located. The unmatched cards are turned face down again and the next person tries to match up 
a pair of cards. Continue until all of the cards are matched up. Remember to say the letters aloud and the sounds they represent as you play the 
game to reinforce your children's memories. Once your children have mastered all of the uppercase letters move to lowercase letters.  You can also 
create a memory game where the players match uppercase letters to lowercase letters. 

Some children are more tactile and will need to trace and construct letters as they are learning them.  Play-Doh, pipe cleaners, and clay work well.   

Remember you are your childrenôs first and most important teacher.  They need you to make learning shapes, letters, and nightly reading a      
priority.  It will make a difference, and your enthusiasm will be contagious!  

    We hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday.  The students continue to work hard on telling 
time, shapes, addition facts, and counting mixed coins.  Students need to continue to practice counting    
money.  To help them, practice by counting change you have around the house.  We have also begun Rocket 
Math.  Students are to be practicing their addition facts so that this will increase their fluency. 

     In reading, we have completed our second unit.  Please continue to read with your child nightly.              
In January, students will once again be taking DIBELS assessments.  The children will be tested on Nonsense 
Word Fluency, as well as Oral Reading Fluency.   

     In writing we are focusing on writing Nonfiction Chapter Books.  The children are writing information 
books that are going to teach something. 

     We have been continuing to work on our handwriting.  We have been reinforcing letter formation as well 
as neatness and spacing.  Please remind your children at home the importance of neat handwriting as well as 
checking their homework to make sure the letters are made correctly.   

     We would like to take this time to with everyone a safe, healthy, and                   

Happy New Year! 
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Fourth grade students tackled the rigor of our reading series, Journeys.  Comprehension questions seem tricky. If there are four 
choices, two are definitely not right. One answer is partly, but not entirely right. One answer is completely right and backed up with 
evidence from the story.  If the student only read two of the four answer choices, they may have scored lower on the comprehension 
portion of their weekly test.  Also, students completed assessments to measure progress in comprehending ñcold readsò. You can 
help by asking about what your child just read. Unfamiliar words can be discussed. Be sure to include content area reading like sci-
ence and social studies homework on the reading log. Comprehending nonfiction is essential. 

In the content areas, students studied events in Pennsylvania leading up to the Revolutionary War. Students also continued to study 
biological sciences.  Have a discussion about where things originate, like the fibers in clothing, and the food on your table. Talk 
about the similarities in the structures and functions in organisms. For example, both fins on fish and hooves on horses are structures 
for movement. Both gills and lungs are for respiration. 

 In writing, students studied narrative elements by making story arcs to analyze mentor texts.  The story arc is a graphic organizer 
which shows concretely the sequence of events and how charactersô internal traits may change in the story. After analysis, students 
tried to create their own narrative stories. 

Math fact mastery is the key to unlock fluent math thinking. Please review multiplication and division, addition and subtraction 
facts regularly. Students tackled finding area and perimeter using formulas. They dove into multi digit multiplica-
tion and division. They solved word problems using models. 

Thank you for helping your child practice consistent homework habits.  

      

    The third grade teachers want to thank the parents who were able to attend parent/teacher conferences.  
The third grade team enjoyed meeting with each of you.   

      We are currently in the middle of our third unit, Lesson Learned, of our Journeyôs reading series.  
Students will be learning that instead of concentrating on past ñmistakesò, they are encouraged to focus 

on good things that come about because of past events.  By reading about this topic, students will understand that people 
can learn important new lessons from past experiences.   

     In Math, we are making our way through our curriculum.  We continue to work more with multiplication.  We will 
use place   value strategies and the associative property to multiply by multiples of ten.  Third graders will also solve two
-step word problems involving all four operations and assess the reasonableness of solutions. 

     In Science, we will be wrapping up Human Body Systems and heading into the massive Solar System.  The students 
are so     excited!  Our Social Studies curriculum is leading us into learning about the first settlers of the United States 
and Pennsylvania.   Researching early settlers is always a fun activity to share with your child.   

    The third grade teachers appreciate all of the time our parents spend reading nightly and practicing math facts with our 
students.  This practice goes a long way not only in third grade but throughout life.  

  Happy December!  We hope that everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday with his or her families and friends.  We are   
gracious to everyone who could come out to parent teacher conferences in November.  Communication is very important between 
everyone to help the children grow.   

  With our new reading series Journeys we are excited to start Unit 3.  Unit 3 is titled Tell Me About It!  In this unit, the students will 
be working on reading stories that teach how people and animals help each other, different ways to enjoy music, how schools are 
different from each other, different ways to communicate, and why it is important to follow rules.  Students will be continuing to 
work on their fluency and accuracy each week.   

   Students in writing will be working on informational stories.  Some of their writing with be responses to the stories in our reading 
series. Other times the students will be making teaching books for the other students to read.  We will be focusing on teaching the 
students about a topic they know a lot about.  Students will be working on writing a table of contents, using nonfiction text features, 
and having their stories in the correct order.   

  Mathematics we will be finishing place value and starting to begin Module 4.  The students are getting a great understanding of 
number sense with our place value module.  The students are focusing on the hundreds, tens, and ones place in numbers.               
Understanding place value allows the students to move towards addition and subtraction of two digit numbers.  We will be moving 
towards addition and subtraction of numbers with word problems.   

  We would like to continue to remind everyone to read each night for at least 15 minutes.  Read a variety of types of stories including 
fiction, non-fiction, fables, and fairytales.   Students benefit from all different types of stories and will be using the 

strategies and skills they are being taught in school.  We want to wish everyone a great holiday season!   
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Early Intervention            15 

 

Pre-Kindergarten          58 

 

Kindergarten  74 

 

First Grade  89 

 

Second Grade  83 

 

Third Grade               85 

 

Fourth Grade                82 

 

Fifth Grade                79 

 

               565 

 

Outside Placement             +  0 

 

Total               565 

       There is so much to look forward to this time of year.  As we continue to improve our writing skills 
we are working on opinion/persuasive writing.  The students will be writing why they enjoy chocolate 
milk or white milk. 

   In math the fifth grade students are becoming very proficient with multi-digit whole number and decimal 
fraction operations.  As we progress through decimal multi-digit multiplication and measurement word problems the  
students will understand the connection to division.  Therefore, the students will move from multiplication to division of 
multi-digit numbers and division measurement word problems. 

     Please take the time to look through your childôs reading book.  We are in Unit 3, learning about the American     
Revolution.  After our seafaring adventure with John Adams we will be reading about King George and his part in the 
American Revolution.  From this story we will be introduced to Molly Pitcher.  Finally we will learn about a Patriot spy 
from Philadelphia.  

 

We thank all parents for the support and encouragement that you have given your children throughout the year.            
As 2019 approaches remember that together we can help our fifth graders achieve their personal best.  Remember:   

WE CANôT HIDE OUR WILDCAT PRIDE! 

Fifth  

Grade 

   

 
The Title I Program has a website where parents can access many          

different items. The website includes items such as the following: 
 

 a general description of the Title I Program, including a link to the          
Common Core State Standards 

 Title I teacher contact information 
 calendar of Title I events 
 parent information such as a complaint resolution, monthly principal reports, 

right-to-know information, how to read the report card 
 the monthly Title I newsletter 
 Title I Parent Policies, including the District policies as well as the school 

policies 
 parent and student resources, including links to online sites as well as a link to 

the State Parent Advisory Council, which offers tips, pamphlets and videos 
for how to help children with reading 

 
You can access this website by going to www.westernwayne.org. Click 

on ñDepartments,ò then ñTitle I.ò In addition, you can access the grade-level 
expectations for your child by going to the EverGreen Elementary section of 
the Western Wayne website. 

Title I 

 EverGreen Elementary

http://www.westernwayne.org

